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THE 


PREFACE, 


As prefixed to the 


FRENCH EDITION. 
T HE favourable opinion which ſe- 
| veral general officers have given of 

this work, has induced us to pub- 
liſh it. In fact, military gentlemen, who 
are deſirous of improving in their profeſ- 
ſion, may ealily draw from it illuſtrations 
and moſt certain principles ; and in read- 
ing the ſhort account of the campaign of 
1747, they will have no great difficulty to 
perceive how many errors we committed 
as well as the allies. They will alſo find a 
very particular deſcription of the territory 
round Maeſtricht; and further on, they 
will meet with an account of the battle of 
Lawvelt, and will confeſs, without dif- 
ficulty, that there has not appeared ſo 
exact a relation of that battle, in which 
the different motions are illuſtrated with 
great preciſion. 
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The topographical deſcription which 
follows the account of that battle, is no 
leſs intereſting than that which precedes it. 


The military principles drawn from the 
remarks on the narration, are very juſt, 


and it were to be wiſhed, that officers 


would never vary from them. 


The journal of the ſiege of Bergen-op- 
zoom, ſhews clearly how much it coſt the 
King to reduce that place, though the en- 
terprize was nevertheleſs quite oppoſite to 


the plan of that campaign, 
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Campaign in Flanders, in 1 747, &c. 


The heath of Maeſtricht, and the country be- 
yond the brook Gelick or Lonnacken. 


T is impoſlible for an army 
to ſubſiſt on the heath of 
Maeſtricht, which occupies 
a great extent of country; 

e therefore we have only to 
ker the ſmall ſpot of ground be- 
tween that heath and the Maes, which in 
ſome places is not more than three quar- 


ters of a league broad. 
B The 


[2] 

The body of troops commanded by the 
Prince of Clermont, and compoſed of fif- 
teen battalions and thirty-ſix ſquadrons, 
encamped on the Sth of July, of the year 
1747, till the 21ſt of the ſame month, 
with its left at Heckem, and its right at 
the abbey of Hoichten, ſupported on the 
left with the body of M. de St. Germain, 
who had his right at Weldtacſem, while 
the King's army was encamped with its 
right at Emael, and its left at Bilſen. 
Thus the camp of the Count of Clermont 
was very ſecure, as its front was defended 
by the Maes, behind which the enemy 
encamped after the battle of Lawfelt, hav- 
ing their right to the river Guele, and 
their left to the Bervine ; ſo that M. de 
Clermont had nothing to fear but ſome 
bodies of light troops, which after paſ- 
ſing the Maes at Maeſyck, might fall 
upon his left, which was defended by the 
brook Reckhem. This camp was choſen 
to cut off the enemies communication with 
the lower Maes; but nevertheleſs, the in- 
tercourſe between Maeſtricht and Maeſyck 
was not intercepted, from whence they 
could bring down their proviſions and 

forage, 
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forage, of which they had abundance in 
the country behind them; ſo that the po- 
ſition of the Count of Clermont's detach- 
ment, did not force the enemy to leave 


their camp, where they remained longer 
than we did in ours. 


The taking of Maeſtricht will always be 
to us an epoch of peace, becauſe from the 
moment we are maſters of that city, Hol- 
land can no longer ſupport a war. We 
will never leave a place of that importance 
behind us. If the enemy happen to ſuffer 
us once to take poſſeſſion of the river Guele 
and the brook Gelick, it will be no longer 
poſſible for them to ſuccour Maeſtricht, 
under which they are obliged to retire, 
and to paſs to the right ſide of the Maes, 
if they once ſuffer us to bring up our forces 
to Houthen. Thus the country beyond 
the Lonnaken or Gelick, can never be 
looked upon as intereſting, unleſs for 
foraging. 


M. de chevalier de Nicolay, who was 
major- general, went to forage with 1300 


foot, 200 horſe, 100 dragoons, and 40 
B 2  huflars 
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huſſars along the Maes, but kept the 
chain of his troops always a full gun ſhox 
from that river. The right was at the ab- 
bey of Hauthen, whence the chain pro- 
ceeded through Leckein, Vehoven, and 
Laet, to the brook that falls into the Maes 
at Dilſen, a little above Stoeckem, a ſmall 
town on the Maes, but a bad poſt ; which 
however M. de Nicolay had orders to cover, 
if the enemy made reſiſtance ; but they 
abandoned 1t to the royal volunteers. 


The count of Clermont came on the 21ſt 
of July, after the departure of the body of 
M. de St. Germain, and placed his left at 
Hoickten, and his right at Weldtacſem. 


This foraging was covered on the fide 
of Maeſtricht, not only by the brook 
which falls into the Maes at Dilſen, but 
likewiſe with goo foot, horſe, and dra- 
goons, and with 200 huſſars, under the 
command of a brigadier of foot; and after 
having covered the left, they ſecured the rear 
bordering on the heighths of the heath, 
and extending to Grimini, at the pond of 
Albrook, and as far as Peterſen, A large 

| detach- 
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detachment of the king's army, which con- 
tinued ſtill in its former camp, came to the 
camp of the count of Clermont, to cover 
it from the garriſon of Maeſtricht to favour 
this foraging, which was conducted with- 
out any diſturbance, as was that on the 
2d of Auguſt, almoſt on the ſame ground, 
and ſome others that were puthed as far as 
Maeſyck, and even beyond that. 


The plain of Maeftricht. 


Except in the neighbourhood of Vin- 
merckem, where there are ſome marſhes, 
and likewiſe on the ſide of Seren-Elderen, 
and upon the banks of the Demer, this 
country is an open plain, but very rugged, 
being filled with hillocks, which I ſhall 
call ſometimes flats, as for example, the 
flat of Elderen, and curtains or ridges, 
which I ſhall call ſometimes heights, as the 
height of Roeſmeer, and ſometimes alſo the 


flat of Roeſmeer. 


Each village, or hamlet, is a kind of 
fortreſs, being incloſed with a mud wall of 


the height of ſeven or eight feet, upon 
i B 3 which 


„„ 
which there is beſides a quick hedge plant- 
ed. Each orchard is incloſed with a wall 
of the ſame kind, ſo that the whole forms 
ſometimes, as it were, five or ſix retrench- 
ments one behind another. 


The principal point to be examined in 
this plain is Maeſtricht, which city is ſitua- 
ted at the confluence of the Jaar and the 
Maes, The flat between theſe two rivers, 
15 terminated by a ridge of ſteep hills, upon 
the top of which 1s the fort St. Peter, 
which 1s a counterguard occupying the 
whole extent of the greateſt height of the 
flat, under which are immenſe cazemates, 
that ſerve for magazines and ſubterraneans, 
which the inhabitants of the country pre- 
tend go as far as Namur, that is, to the di- 
ſtance of fifteen leagues. It 1s certain that 
they extend very far, are pierced in diffe- 
rent ſtreets by very high vaults which are 
cut in the rock ; and that ſeveral families 
live there, retiring thither with their ef- 
fects in timg of war, and coming abroad 
from time to time, by different outlets, 
with which a perſon muſt be very well ac- 
quainted not to loſe their way. One of 
theſe 


EF] 


theſe outlets 1s near Ricalet on 'the Sule of 
the Maes. 


__Thecity is ſituated on the left fide of the 

Maes, which is there very broad and deep. 
On the right bank there is only a kind of 
ſuburb called Wick, which is ſurrounded 
with fortifications. All the works are 
cagemated; but the fortifications in gene- 
ral, do not properly flank each other- 


St. Peter's fort does not effectually ſcour 
the level of the flat upon which it is built; 
but the immenſity of its ſubterraneans, 
which they pretend can contain 10,000 
men, makes me judge the taking of 1t to 
be a very difficult enterpriſe, and at the 
ſame time but of ſmall advantage. The 
bare inſpection of the plan muſt ſhew, 
that we choſe the weakeſt fide for our at- 
tack, embracing the three works named 
the Dauphine, the Queen, and the King, 
and the two horn works behind theſe, 
which are neareſt the Maes, 


The horn work next to that river is very 
bad, the part of it on the ſide of the river, 
B 4 which 
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which is greatly ſunk, having too great 
a ſlope, as is the caſe with the ditch, which 
is but very ſhallow; and it is moreover 
expoſed to the batteries on the right bank, 
which had made a breach in the work 
named the King, which 1s the advanced 
counter-guard next to the Maes. 


The tail of our trenches was under a 
ſmall houſe on the top of the height 
leading to Sinermaer, and paſſed below, 
under an alley of apple-trees. The hoſpi- 
tal for the wounded was at Couremberg. 
Our parallel extended from the Maes to 
the road of Bilſen; and our principal ob- 
ject was, to make ourſelves maſters of the 
works next to that river. We were ma- 
ſters of the covered way of the work named 


the King, and conſequently of the work 


ſunk under the ridge of the glacis, as 
well as of that of the work of the Queen, 
We propoſed to direct our attack upon the 
work named the King, againſt its gorge : 
but I believe we would have found a great 
many difficulties in that attempt. Altho' 
it was propoſed to give an aſſault on the 
morrow, the breach in the gorge was never- 

theleſs 
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theleſs ſtill impracticable. After getting 
poſſeſſion of that work, we had next to 
make ourſelves maſters of the horn-work, 
and its retrenchment, and alſo of the half 
moon, and then to make a breach in the 
body of the place. All theſe operations 
required more than five days, which was 
the time that the place was reckoned to be 
able to hold out ; but in the mean time 1t 
capitulated, in virtue of ſigning the preli- 
minaries of Peace, after days of open 
trenches. 


On the other fide of the Maes, there 
was an attack made upon Wick, with a 
clefign to raiſe batteries there againſt the 
front attacked by us. At this attack we 
committed a great fault. There were only 
three battahons left to guard an immenſe 
parallel; and this parallel remained a long 
time defenceleſs on the left, which at length 
however was protected by a redoubt. M. 
the baron d'Aylva, governor of Maeſtricht, 
who had 10,000 men 1n the place, pro- 
poſed during this attack, to make a fally 
with nine battalions, which infallibly would 
have deſtroyed our three battalions, nailed 


up 
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[ 10] 
up our cannon, ruined our trenches, and 
greatly retarded the ſiege; but as his gar- 
riſon was compoſed of troops of different 
nations, he could not bring them to agree, 
or to execute his propoſal. He only made 
ſmall ſallies, ſome of which ſucceeded very 


well. 


Maeſtricht ought not to be looked upon 
as one of the beſt fortified places; but it 
is nevertheleſs a place, which with a pro- 
per garriſon, ought to hold out five or ſix 
weeks. The baron de Calvaux defended it 
in 1643, during eight days of open 
trenches. It had not then ſo many forti- 
fications as at preſent; but the numerous 
artillery now uſed in battering places, 
makes me believe that the ſiege ought not 
to laſt above five or ſix weeks. 


At a very ſmall expence, the enemy 
might have lined with turf or ſtone, the 
face of the horn-work which was attacked; 
and before the ſiege, their money would 
have been better employed in theſe kinds 
of fortifications, than in building thoſe ad- 
yanced counter-guards, which are almoſt 

| 6 always 
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always liable to be attacked at the gorges 
and on the flanks, and when taken greatly 


facilitate the approaches of the beſiegers. 


They might thus have cauſed ſome 
works to be built, which would have ren- 
dered it very difficult to have raiſed batte- 
ries on the right bank of the Maes ; and 
might have cauſed the bottom of the 
horn-work, which we attacked, to be 
waſhed by that river. The earth between 
the two, however narrow it may be, is 
always an advantage to the beſiegers. 


A ſecond point to be examined in this plain, 
is the brook of Lonnaken, along which, in 


1748, Maeſiricht was inveſted to the left 
bank of the Maes, 


We were maſters of all the low coun- 
tries as far as Maeſtricht, and conſequent- 
ly we had nothing to fear for our rear, 
which was covered by the river Dyle, and 
the river Demer, as far as Bilſen. Be- 
tween the Demer and the ſource of the 


brook 
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brook Lonnaken, is the ſmall territory of 
Munſter-Bilſen, which is full of woody 
marſhes, and little brooks; therefore we 
had nothing to fear till we came to the 
end of the marſhy wood, which is about 
2 50 fathoms from the village Eygenbilſen. 
This village 1s very large, and is a good 
poſt; it is ſituated on the right bank of 
the brook of Lonnaken, which flows from 
the marſhy wood of Munſter- bilſen. Its 
bed is but ſmall, and there is very lit- 
tle water in it in ſuramer. The meadows 
on its left bank are more difficult of ap- 
proach than thoſe on the right; but they 
are not impracticable. Along the left 
bank, and very near to it, are ſeveral 
heights, which extend to the village of 
Zelick, ſituated about a ſhort quarter of 
a league from Eygenbilſen, upon the de- 
clivity of the height upon the left bank of 
the brook, there being alſo two or three 
houſes on the right bank above the village. 
At about goo fathoms from Gelick, the 
heights ſtrike off from the brook, which 
runs through the village of Lonnaken, 
which is very confiderable. From Lon- 
naken 
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naken to the abbey of Hoichten, 1s only 
about a quarter of an hour's journey. 
Following the courſe of the brook, its left 
bank is covered with wood, and almoſt 
impracticable. Half-way is the caſtle of 
Peterſen, a kind of fortreſs hid in the 
wood on the left, and which we might 
have ſeized, as well as the abbey of Hoich- 
ten; but I believe it would have been very 
difficult, and even impoſſible for the enemy 
to have attacked us, although we had not 
been in poſſeſſion of them, and had con- 
fined ourſelves to the defence of the twenty- 
eight redoubts which we built upon the left 
bank, and behind the brook. 


The redoubts were within 100 fathoms 
of each other, and capable of containing 
each a battalion. Their form was a ſquare 
with a good parapet, and palifaded fore- 
land; pits with ſtakes at bottom; a 
covered way, with a double row of croſs 
paliſades, and a glacis, the declivity of 
which was ſo gentle, that it could not be 
perceived till you was near the top. Be- 
tides this, three rows of pits with ſtakes 

in 
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in the bottom, had been dug between the 
two firſt redoubts. 


The firſt of theſe redoubts was between 
the extremity of the marſhy wood and 
Eygenbilſen. The ſecond redoubt defend- 
ed the burying ground of that village, 
which is not ſo good on the ſide of the 
brook, as on the fide of Maeſtricht ; but 
by means of this redoubt, and of the re- 
doubt which defended its right flank, it 


was a very good poſt. The redoubts 4, 


5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11, were placed 
back more than 500 fathoms from the 
heights on the left bank, even from the 
brook, by which means the batteries which 
the enemy had raiſed upon the height 
could not hurt them. The ſeven other re- 
doubts followed the courſe of the brook. 
We have ſeen from the deſcription of the 
left bank, that the ground fromt he Maes 
to Lonnaken, 1s too much covered for us 
to fear that the enemy would undertake 
to paſs the brook there, and expoſe them- 
ſelves under the fire of our redoubts. 
There was only then a ſpace of three quar- 

ters 
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ters of a league between the Lonnaken and 
Eygenbilſen, and the wood, by which the 
enemy could make an attempt upon us. 
We did not poſſeſs either Gelick or Lonna- 
ken, but this laſt village was not near of 
ſuch importance to us as the firſt, becauſe 
the enemy could not come out of Lonnaken 
without expoſing themſelves to the fire of 
our redoubts 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
and 22, which bore upon that village. 


It would have been eaſier therefore for 
the enemy to have penetrated between 
Eygenbilſen and Gelick, on account of 
the heights upon which this laſt village 1s 
ſituated. Its burying- ground would have 
greatly incommoded us, and would have 
favoured the enemies paſſing the brook. 
They would then however have been obliged 
to have formed themſelves under the fire of 
our redouts, to have marched up and at- 
racked them; and alſo the village of 
Eygenbilfen, which was a very good poſt 
in conſequence of the two redoubts with 
which we had flanked it, 


Our 


' 
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Our troops who were drawn up bes 
tween, and behind each redoubt, would 
fall upon thoſe of the enemy before they 
could de formed after paſſing the brook, 
and could throw them into diſorder; or 
they might wait till the fire of our re- 
doubts had deſtroyed a great part of their 
army; and fall with freſh men on their 
diſordered troops, who could have no 
other retreat than the heath of Maeſtricht, 
which ſtep they would find, would prove 
very diſadvantageous, while we could re- 
tire and rally behind our redoubts, which 
preſented a front capable of ſtopping the 
victorious army. Thus to me it ſeems 
impoſſible that the enemy could ſuccour 
Maeſtricht by the left bank of the Maes. 


This J believe is the firſt time that 
the French made uſe of redoubts, in lieu of 
lines of circumvallation, which by inclo- 


ſing the beſieging army, hinder it from 


reaping the advantage of a victory, and 
expoſe it to be almoſt always beat, juſtify- 
ing the ancient maxim, which ſays, * As 
« often as lines are attacked, ſo often are 

« lines 
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et lines forced,” becauſe there is always 
ſome weak place; and it being uncertain 
which point the enemy will chooſe to at- 
tack, no part of them can be left without 
defenders, which renders them weak in 
every part; and if one part of the line is 
forced, all the reſt is taken from behind, 
and a retreat becomes very difficult. 


All theſe inconveniencies are remedied 
by redoubts. An army may advance to- 
wards the enemy, and if defeated, may 
retire between their redoubts, which the 
enemy, before they can proceed further, 
are obliged to make themſelves maſters of, 
the attacks being thereby fixed to ſome 
determined point. The taking of one re- 
doubt, does not ſecure the taking of the 
reſt, becauſe they each defend themſelves. 
Laſtly, troops may eaſily form themſelves, 


and act between the redoubts, or they may 


wait till the enemy be thrown into diſorder, 
by the fire of the redoubts, and then fall 
upon them and puſh the victory as far as 
it can go. After having examined the 
manner in which Maeſtricht was inveſted 

on 
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on the left bank of the Maes, we ſhall 
examine it on the right bank. 


On this ſide it was inveſted by the Guele, 
a pretty large river, with high and ſteep 
banks, particularly on the right ſide, which 
a foot ſoldier could not climb up. Theſe 
heights end a little below St. Peter Geer- 


lack. From thence toits joining the Maes, 


that 1s for the ſpace of about three quar- 
ters of a league, it runs through a very 
level plain. On the right, the plain is 
ſomewhat covered with hedges, whence it 
may be feared, that the enemy may march 
towards us by that route. But that part 
was defended by three caſtles, which were 
called Marſen-Horen, Meſſen, and Werd. 
Two were on the left bank, and one on 
the right, which made us undetermined 
whether we ſhould blow them up, or 
take poſſeſſion of them, they being forti- 
fied with old towers, which were proper 
enough for defending them. Theſe three 
caſtles are within a quarter of a league of 
each other; and it was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for the enemy, before they could at- 

tack 
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tack us, to paſs the Guele, and take poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe caſtles, which I look upon 
as morally impoſſible. It was ſtill more 
difficult for the enemy to make an attack 
upon us at the upper Guele, on account of 
the riſing grounds on the ſide of that river 
from St. Peter Geerlack, to Faucquemont, 
Then, that 1s a little below, Faucque- 
mont, our circumvallation came behind 
the Guele. 


To attack us on that ſide, the allies, 
who were part at Breda, and part at 
Wenlow, would have been obliged to 
make ſeveral marches, and a great circle 
to turn towards the fide of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
which 1s a neutral city, and through a 
country which we could have ruined ; but 
ſuppoſing even they could have advanced 
as far as the Guele, marſhal Saxe had 
choſen a field of battle. 


He would have left in his front the 
river Guele, which of itſelf would probably 
have been of little conſequence ; this field of 
battle would have filled the plain that ex- 
tends to the river, by a gentle declivity. 

C 2 His 
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His left would have been defended with a 
wood, which is between Faucquemont and 
the caſtle of Cartiol. His right would have 
reached between Alphem, and the priory 
of the Holy Croſs, to a wood, the circuit 
of which is inacceſſible, and near which is 
the ſource of the Foron, which falls into 
the Maes, between Viſet and Maeſtricht, 
oppoſite to the village of Naye. 


To obſerve theſe poſitions exactly, I 
would adviſe the chart of Jaillat to be con- 
ſulted, rather than that of Friex, eſpe- 
cially in what regards this part of the right 
bank of the Maes. The plan of Friex 1s 
good for nothing as to the poſitions, and 
it takes no notice of an iſland formed by 
the Guele, near its mouth, which iſland 
he believes does not exiſt. 


In caſe that field of battle had been judg- 
ed too far diſtant from Maeſtricht, or if 
by a mere cloſe examination it had been 
found any ways inconvenient, there was a 
ſecond reconnoitred behind the former, be- 
tween the Guele and the Foron, 
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We may eaſily perceive by the foregoing 
deſcription of the manner in which Mae- 
ſtricht was inveſted, that the enemy could 
not ſuccour it on any ſide. Therefore 
they committed a moſt capital fault in 
the year 1748, in ſuffering us to advance 
to the ſide of the Guele, and allowing 
themſelves to be ſurprized by the admir- 
able march made by Marſhal Saxe to gain 
that poſt, They were not informed, or 
would not believe, that we had a deſign to 
beſiege Maeſtricht, till we had gained 
ſeveral marches upon them, on our route 
to the Ghelick and the Guele. They had 
experienced the year before, that notwith- 
ſtanding our victory at Lawvelt, we were 
not able to diſlodge them from the right 
bank of the Maes. They therefore ought, 
and might have aſſembled their troops, 
and arrived before us at the river Bervine. 
This river throws itſelf into the Maes, op- 
poſite to the village of Elcht, below Viſet, 
where we could never have forced them; 
and if that ſtep had been taken, it would 
have been impoſlible for us to have beſieg- 
ed Maeſtricht; and this was the chief 


point they ought to have had in view. 
C 3 They 
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22 
They ought to have been ſo well acquaint- 
ed with the ſtrength of the city of Lux- 
emburgh, as to ſee that the march of our 
troops on that ſide was only a feint, that 
we might afterwards lead them back towards 
Maeſtricht through the Ardennes, and that 
we would never have undertaken the ſiege 
of a city, ſuch as Luxemburgh, which might 
have employed us a whole campaign, would 


have coſt us an immenſe number of men, 


and if taken, would have been of no great 


advantage to us, as it had hitherto not 
in the leaſt incommoded us. 


The boats which we had in Dutch 
Flanders, ready, as it was ſaid, to tranſ- 
port us into Zealand, were a meer chimera. 
To have reaped any advantage from that 


conqueſt, we muſt have had a marine, 
which we had not. 


Our firſt motions then, diſcovered our 
deſigns either to be upon Breda or Mael- 
tricht; nay, there could ſcarce even be a 
doubt, as our march was almoſt evidently 
directed againſt Maeſtricht, which was by 
tar of moſt importance to us. They 


ought 
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ought then to have abandoned Breda, to 
have ſecured the poſt on the Bervine. 


If Maeſtricht was once beſieged, they 
could not ſuccour it ; but it was otherwiſe 
with Breda, which would have kept us 
employed a long time, and was not ſuch 
a capital point as Maeſtricht; to ſave 
which, they ought to have ſacrificed every 
thing; and ſo much the more, as it would 
have tempted us to have begun the ſiege of 
the other place, which perhaps we would 
otherwiſe not have undertaken. 


Two other reflexions here occur to me. 
The firſt is, that Marſhal Saxe could, in 
1747, have made the fame march to in- 
veſt Maeſtricht, as he did in 1748. The 
ſecond is, to examine if we could have 
ſupported the Count d'Eſtres behind the 
brook of Lonnacken, where he was en- 
camped on the 22d of June, 1747. In 
order to this, we muſt give a ſhort account 
of the beginning of that campaign, and of 
the operations of the enemy. 
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A ſhort account of the campaign of 1747. 


We opened the campaign of 1747, with 
the conqueſt of Dutch Flanders. It was 
ſo rapid, that it may paſs for a fable, it 
being compleated in the ſpace of three 
weeks; and by the 1oth of May, we were 
peaceable poſſeſſors of it. Our army was 
compoſed of 1 54 battalions, and 284 ſqua- 
drons, including the militia, and the gar- 
riſons of the places conquered, and not 
including 6,500 men of the light troops of 
Morliere, Graſſin, Fiſcher, and the five 
battalions which joined the old corps; and 
theſe altogether formed an army of about 
150 thouſand men, or more exactly, 
149,425. Such was the liſt of our troops, 
of whom 108,915, were foot, without 
reckoning, as I have ſaid, the light troops, 
On the 22d of April, the Engliſh, Hano- 

verians, and Heſſians, encamped at Al- 
phem; the Dutch at Chacun and Strybeck. 
The Auſtrians, and the troops abovemen- 
tioned, aſſembled on the 25th, in the camp 
of. Brakel; the left, compoſed of Auſtrians, 
encamped 
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encamped at Poppel; the center, which 
conſiſted of the Dutch troops, covered 
Baale; and the right, where the Engliſh 
were, extended to Hoogſtraten. 


On the iſt of May they altered their 
poſition, their right reaching to Brecht, 
their left to the little Netheea above the 
Lier; and M. Wolfembuttel advancing 
with 8 ſquadrons and 12 battalions to 
Schilde. M. Tripps, who was ſtationed 


there before, went to Bruckem, ordering 


M. d' Ann to occupy the Lier. M. de Ba- 
ronai extended his corps to Udeſterloe, 
and puſhed a detachment as far as Halem 
and the Demer. 


The troops that were not employed in 
Dutch Flanders, were cantoned partly in 
the county of Namur, and partly along 
the river Dyle, to which they kept very 
near, occupying always the bridge of Wel- 
them upon the Nethe. 


On the gth, the army of the enemy 
made a motion to advance nearer to Ant- 
werp, and on the 15th of the ſame month, 


they placed their right at Bracxſehoten, 
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and their left at Santhoven. M. Waldeck 
was at Grawenweſſel, and then they brought 
their right near the cauſey of the Lier, ſtill 
threatening Antwerp. This movement at 
length determined Marſhal Saxe, on the 
16th of the month, to mark a camp on 
the Dyle, between Rotſelaer and Mechlin. 
The enemy puſhed their detachments upon 
the Demer, one of which was almoſt ſur- 


priſed in Halem. 


On the 26th, the enemy encamped be- 
tween the two Netthes, their right at Lier, 
and their left at the height of Itheghem, 
their head quarters being at Herenthals. 
Ten battalions and 8 ſquadrons remain- 
ed on the fide of Weſtwezel, under 
the command of the Prince of Saxe 
Hilburghauſen, to cover the commu- 
nication with Breda. M. de Baronai, 
went to Everbarde, and M. Wolfcmbuttel, 
to Tongerlac. M. Tripps encamped be- 
tween Lier and Auderſtat. 


It was this laſt motion which forced the 
Marſhal on the 27th, to cauſe his army to 
enter the camp marked out on the 16th. 
The right of his army was encamped at 

Rotſelaer, 
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Rotſelaer, the left at Mayſen near Mech- 


lin. All the foot, excepting the brigade 
of guards, remained in their cantonments. 
Three regiments of royal grenadiers 
guarded the upper Dyle. Sixteen bat- 
talions encamped at the baſon of 
Mechlin, and Montmorin was canton- 
ed at Salter-Brugge, to protect the bridge 
of Welhem, which till then was not 
very ſecure, M. Tripps being only two 
leagues diſtant, while our army was can- 
toned in the county of Namur, and along 
the river Dyle, the Marſhal having alto 
ſuffered the enemy without oppoſition to 
approach the Lier, the abandoning of 
which poſt, appears to me a capital fault- 
That city was a cover for a coup de main, 
but the Marſhal had been perſuaded that 
it was advanced rather too far. Although 
we had abandoned it during the winter, 
we had it in our power nevertheleſs to take 
poſſeſſion of it again, while the enemy 
were in the neighbourhood of Breda, and 
conſequently more diſtant than we from 
Lier, which is only thice leagues from 
Mechlin. In my opinion, even inſtead of 
making a conqueſt of Dutch Flanders, we 
ought to have encamped between the two 

* Netthes. 
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Netthes. This project of a conqueſt was 
totally oppoſite to the plan of the cam- 
paign, and 1 believe was only executed in 
order to facilitate two chimerical projects 
which Marſhal Saxe had upon Zealand. 
For the ſtrength of the places in Dutch 
Flanders, ought to have employed us a 
whole campaign, and weakened our army 
by the garriſons which the conquered ci- 
ties would require. It would alſo make us 
leſs able to act offenſively, without our 
receiving thereby any real advantage. It 
would have been of more advantage to us 
then, to have choſen a camp, which would 
have put it in our power to have beſieged 
Maeſtricht. Where would have been 


the inconvenience to us to have marched 


to the ground between the two Netthes, 
our left at Lier, and our right at Heren- 
thals, or rather our left at Herenthals, and 
right at Geel. The little Netthe would 
have defended the front and flanks of 
theſe two camps, and the communication 
for convoys would have been very free. 
Forraging only would have been a little 
difficult, on account of the nature of the 
ground, which is ſandy; but we might 

have 
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have attempted upon our left, to have ſup» 
plied ourſelves with it. In 1746, our 
army ſubſiſted upon the Netthe : at the 
worſt then, we needed only to have come 
behind the Dyle ; fo that leaving the ene- 
my nothing but a waſted and ruined 
country, where it was impracticable for 
them to remain encamped, that ſituation 
would have forced them to have abandon- 
ed either Bergen-op-zoom, or Maeſtricht. 
To have defended this laſt place, it would 
even have been neceſſary for them to have 
aſſembled all their troops at Ruremond, 
becauſe if they had been at Bois-le-Duc, 
we at Herenthals, would have had ſeveral 
marches upon them to arrive at Maeſtricht. 
All the preparations which were ready at 
Namur for the ſiege of this city, would 
have come down to the army by the Maes, 
and we having the ſuperiority, by more 
than 50,000 men, could very eaſily have 
ſent a large detachment, of which the 
fourteen battalions and twenty-nine ſqua- 
drons of the Count of Namur might have 
made a part, as alſo the troops cantoned 
on the upper Dyle, to encamp behind the 
brook of Lonnacken, and raiſe the ſame 

I redoubts 
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redoubts that were built afterwards at the 
ſiege of Maeſtricht, which we might have 
ſupported by ſmall parties, becauſe that 
place would then have been behind the 
prolongation of our right. If the enemy 
had marched under the cannon of Mae- 
ſtricht, we could then have ſent a con- 
ſiderable body to Tongreberg, to defend 
the ſources of the Demer. Another body 
of troops might have laid ſiege to Breda, 
while our army might have been ſo en- 
camped as to have aſſiſted both bodies 


equally. This plan which I propoſe to fa- 


vour the offenſive againſt Maeſtricht or 
Breda, likewiſe ſerved to cover Antwerp, 
in the neighbourhood of which, the ene- 
my remained too long in the beginning of 
the campaign, ſuffering themſelves to be 
amuſed with the deſign of changing their 
defenſive into an offenſive, by the ſiege of 
that place, in which were near 18,000 
men, who could not be inveſted, and who 
would have begun, by giving battle in the 
redoubts, which had been built at the end 
of the ſuburbs of Berchem, Burgeſtrael, 
and St. Villebrood, before they had ſhut 
themſelves up in the city. I know that 

6 the 


[ 32 ] 
the city is not very ſtrong, but no places 
are weak when they are defended by an 
army; and Antwerp is of more conſe- 
quence than Prague. 


It is true, the enemy reckoned, that by this 
kind of offenſive, they would ſecure their de- 
fenſive, but we could have ſent 20,000 men 
to beſiege Maeſtricht, 8000 to reinforce the 
_ garriſon of Antwerp, and eight battalions 
to Dutch Flanders, and our army could 
have remained behind the Dyle, whither 
the enemy would not come to attack it, 
and would not even, I believe, have at- 
tempted the ſiege of Antwerp. The con- 
queſt of Dutch Flanders was finiſhed on 
the 15th of May. Marſhal Saxe might 
then have encamped between the Netthes, 
where the enemy did not arrive till the 
26th. He ought at leaſt to have aſſem- 
bled his army behind the Dyle, inſtead 
of ſuffering them to remain idle in their 
cantonments. It is only thirteen Brabant 
leagues, almoſt all cauſey, from Lou- 
vain to Lonnacken, whereas there 1s more 
than fifteen, even reckoning by a bird's 
flight, from Lonnacken and Itheghem, 
which was ſituated on the height, at the 

enemies 
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enemies left, which ought to have extend- 


ed more towards Weſterlac. Marſhal 


Saxe alſo committed a fault, in ſuffering 
on the ſame 26th of May, M. de Bar- 


ronai to advance to Ewerbade, and M. 


Wolfembuttel to Tongrelar, to ſupport the 
former. This ſecured the march of the 
enemy along the right bank of the Demer, 
and gave them an opportunity of march- 
ing to Hallem and Herk; at the conflu- 
ence of the Herk and the Demer, that is, 
between Haſſelt and the wood of Corten- 
boſch. Marſhal Saxe ought therefore to 
have occupied the poſts of Zichem, Dieſt, 
Hallem, and Herk. 


On the firſt of June, the Count of Cler- 
mont, with nineteen battalions, and twen- 
ty-three ſquadrons, encamped with his 
right at Marbais, and his left at Goſſe- 
hers. On the 2d, his left was at Vavre, 


and his right on the heights of Bierge. 


The eight battalions of royal grenadiers, 
two cheſts of cartridges, and two carts 
loaded with tools, encamped with the two 
brigades of Royal and Anjou cavalry, the 

Berchiny, 
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Berchiny, Lindin, Turpin, and Pollereſki 
huſſars, under the command of the Count 
d'Eſtrees, . before Louvain, where he was 
joined by Morliere's light troops. The 
ſiege of Maeſtricht was then reſolved 
upon, contrary to the opinion of Marſhal 
Saxe. 


On the 12th, the Count d' Eſtrees march- 
ed to Linther, and the Count of Cler- 
mont extended the right of his camp to 
St. Catharine, or rather St. Mary Hau- 
them, and his left to Meldert near Tirle- 
mont. | 


On the 13th, the Count d'Eſtrees puſhed 
a detachment to Leeuwe and Hallem. The 
enemy then reinforced the corps of M. de 
Baronnai, puſhed it to Dieſt, and M. 
Wolffembuttel upon their left wing en- 
tered Weſterlac and Ewerbade. 


On the 16th, M. de St. Germain, leav- 
ing the right of the camp on the Dyle, 
with three brigades of infantry, and one of 
artillery, proceeded along. the Demer as far 
as Hallem, ſupported by a detachment of the 

D corps 
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corps of M. de Clermont. He fixed him- 
ſelf at Hallem, where M. de Baronnai had 
been, and was ſupported by M. Woltem- 
buttel, On the ſame 16th, the Count 
d'Eſtrees paſſed the great Ghette, and en- 
camped between the two Ghettes, upon the 
road of St. Tron, and the Count of Cler- 
mont came to the camp at Linther; and 
as ſoon as M. de St. Germain had taken 
poſt at Hallem, the Count of Clermont 
having paſſed the large Ghette, placed his 
left there, under the protection of Hallem, 
and occupied Leeuwe and Tirlemont. 
The Count d' Eſtrees at the ſame time 
went to St. Tron. This camp of M. de 
Clermont, muſt have been cut by the river 
of St. Tron, and could only have two ob- 
jects. The firſt, to defend the country 
between the Dyle and the Gheetes, and in 
this caſe it would have been much better 
placed on the banks of the Velpe, a river 
very eaſily defended. The ſecond object 
ought to have been to draw near to Mae- 
ſtricht; then extending his left to Hallem, 
and his right to Herk, he would then have 
wholly covered the body of Count d Eſtrees, 
and would have hindered the body of M. 

Woltem- 
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Wolfembuttel and Baronnai to have pro- 
ceeded to Curange. The Count of Cler- 
mont then marching along this laſt, as he 
might eaſily have done, and proceeding, 
firſt, between Herk and Haſſelt, and then 
between Haſſelt and Biſſen, would have 
alſo hindered the enemy from paſſing. 


In fact, on the 18th, M. Wolfembuttel 
went to Schonebeck, and M. de Baronnai 
went to encamp at Biſſen. I therefore be- 
lieve, that if Marſhal Saxe had ſent 
troops ſucceſſively along the Demer, the 
corps of M. de Clermont, and the Count 
d' Eſtrees, would have been able to have 
maintained themſelves behind the brook 
Lonnaken; for from the 22d of the 
month, thoſe two bodies had been much 
nearer Maeſtricht than thoſe of M. Wol- 
fembutel and M. Baronnai, and our army 
was as near it as that of the enemy, which 


was ſtill behind the Netthes. 


On the 2oth, the Count d'Eſtrees march- 
ed to Tongres, and the Count de Clermont 
to St. Tron, and M. de St. Germain came 
and occupied the camp of Clermont, 
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On the 19th, the Count of Clermont 
had taken poſſeſſion of Herk, and the 
Count d'Eſtrees had ſent a detachment to 
Haſſelt, from whence the huſſars of the 
enemy had been driven. On the 22d, the 
Count d'Eſtrees marched to the brook of 
Lonnaken, and the Count of Clermont to 
Tongres, from whence he was to march on 
the 24th to Lonnaken; but in caſe he 
were attacked, he was to return to Ton- 
gres, to be ſupported by ſmall detachments 
from the King's army. On the contrary, 
they were to force their marches, if the 
enemy intended only to throw a detach- 
ment into Maeſtricht. 


It is certain, that if the troops had then 
been puſhed in ſmall parties along the 
Demer, or if even the body of M. de Cler- 
mont Tonnerre had been detached to Tir- 
lemont, and M. de St. Germain to St. 
Tron, and next day to Tongres, the city 
of Maeſtricht was inveſted. But it was 
the 24th of the month, before M. de 
Clermont-Tonnerre was detached with four 
brigades of cavalry, two regiments of royal 
grenadiers, and two brigades of artillery, to 
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go to Tirlemont, and M. de St. Germain 
to go to St. Tron. The Count d' Eſtrees, 
and the count of Clermont, having had 
orders to return behind Tongres, they 
placed it in the front of their right, and 
M. de Clermont poſted himſelf on the 
height of Rethau, his left extending to the 
body of the Count d'Eftrees, the front of 
both of them being turned to the ſources 
of the brook Guigowen, and partly to the 
road leading from Barcklock to Tongres, 
having light troops before them at Samlen 
and Opreparme, upon the cauſey of 
Haſſelt. 


The army was to begin its march when- 
ever they ſhould be informed that the ene- 
my had paſſed the heighth of Dieſt. Light 
troops were alſo ſent to Arſhot and Hal- 
lem, to inform M. de Clermont-Tonnerre, 
in caſe the enemy ſhould intend to fall 
upon Hallem, and march along the Ghee- 
tes, to cut off the communication with 
our detached troops. 


On the morning of the 25th, it was 
known, that the enemy had encamped at 
D 3 St, 
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St. Tron, between Leer and Herenthals, 
and that they had paſſed the Netthe, to 
encainp between, Ewerbade and Weſterlac, 
having puſhed M. de Wolfembuttel to 
Dieſt. M. de Baronnai at the fame time 
marched between He!k and Haſſelt. On 
the 26th, M Tripps came to Weſterlac, 
and their army marched along the Demer, 
and encamped behind Swaiikebeck, hav- 
ing the right of their firſt linc at Dieſt, 
Meldert was their head quarters, and M. 


Wolfembuttel and Barronai were near 
Haſilelt. 


It vas then no longer poſſible to advance 
detached bodies upon the brook of Lon- 
nacken, without ſupporting them with 
the whole army, becauſe they would have 
been cut off by thoſe of the enemy. From 
Curange to Borcholen was only three 
lea gues, and from Curange to Dieſt, where 
Was he enemy's right, four ſhort leagues, 
Wiercas there is cight great Brabant 
les gucs and a half from Louvain to Bor- 
cholen, and ten to Tongres. Thus the 
enemy very eaſily, when M. de Baronnai 
vas at Hallclt, and their army encamped 


I at 
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at Meldert, could have forced their way 
through Curange, and have thrown them- 
ſelves between our army and the detached 
bodies, 


The camp of Meldert appears to me to 
be badly choſen. They would have done 
much better, to have placed their right at 
Swaſtkebeck, and to have extended their 
left towards Zoonhoven, above FHaſlelt. 
This would have in the firſt place brought 
them near Maeſtricht; it would have 
given us no ſmall trouble; for the bodies 
of M. de Clern ont, and M. d Eſtrees, were 
not ſtrong enough to defend the Demer a- 
gainſt the whole army of the enemy, as 
they could only defend their ſeparate poſts 
upon it with their light troops, and the 
enemy pouring upon them, they would 
have been obliged either to return by Haſ- 
baye, or to give battle with 20, ooo men, 


againſt the whole army of the enemy. In 


truth, on the morning of the 26th, M. de 
Clermont had advanced to Oſmael, and 
M. de Senncterre, with four brigades of in- 
fantry, two of cavalry, and a diviſion of 
artillery, had come to Tirlemont ; but 

D 4 there 
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there are four leagues between Oſmael and 
Borcholen, and four and a half between 
Borcholen and Tirlemont. Thus theſe 
two bodies were at a greater diſtance from 
thoſe of the Count d'Eſtrees and the 
Count of Clermont, than from thoſe of 
the enemy, whoſe army, as I have already 
ſaid. was encampcd at Meldert, much 
nearer than ours. They would ſtill have 
bcen nearer, if they had extended their 
I to Zoonhoven. They remained during 
the 27tn, in heir camp at Meldert. Mar- 
ſha! Saxc ought to have ſcized that oppor- 
tunity, by augmenting the body of M. 
Cicrmont-Tonnerre, and ſending him be- 
tween St. Tron and Borcholen, and M. 
Senncterre between Oſtnaci and St. Tron, 
while he hamielt, with the great army, ex- 
tended his 11zht to Tirlemont, leaving only 
the body of M. Lowendal to guard the city 
of Mechlin and its baton, being able 
by a forced march to ſuccour it in per- 
lon. 


On the 28th, the enemy marched to 
Zoonbeck, leaving M. Tripps on the fide 
of Dieſt, and puſhing M. Wolfembuttel 


to 
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to Schoonbeck, and M. de Baronnai on 
the other ſide of the Demer, between Haſ- 
ſelt and Bilſen, beyond Penbeek. 


It is aſton ching, that Marital Saxe knew 
nothing of this motion, till the 29th in the 
morning ; and that, notwithſtanding the 
news, he allowed the foraging party to 
leave the camp in conſequence of the or- 
ders he had given in the evening before, 
to forage between the cauſey of Louvain 
and Tirlemont, the brook Gempt, the 
Demer, and the Dyle. The army did not 
march off till eleven at night, to go and en- 
camp at Tirlemont, when at the ſame time 
he ſent off the bodies of M. Senneterre and 
M. Clermont-Tonnerre to ſupport thoſe of 
the Count d' Eſtrees, and the Count of 
Clermont, who were in the poſition already 
mentioned, which was a very alarming 
ſituation. 


On the 29th, the Count d'Eſtrees, when 
going to walk to the advanced poſts, which 
extended to Haſlelt, diſcovered from the 
top of a houle, a very conſiderable body of 
the enemy, between Haſlelt and Bilſen, on 
the ſide of Penbeek. It was plainly the 

body 
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body of M. Wolfembuttel, who on the 
28th had marched to Schoonbeck, or that 
of M. Baronai, who had paſſed the Demer. 

On this diſcovery, he called in the advanc- 
ed troops at day break, to endeavour to 
make the beſt retreat that he could with 
the body of M. de Clermont. The order 
for this was given, and the Graſſins in the 
moſt diſtant poſts began to return, when 
the Marſhal, who on the 29th at fix in the 
evening, had left Louvain, arrived early in 
the morning, and diſcovered to them that the 
grand army, and the bodies of Clermont- 
Tonnerre and Senneterre were at hand. 


The poſts were immediately retaken. 
The Marſhal went to the caſtle of Bethau, 
and from thence to Tongreberg, whi- 
ther the bodies of the Count d'Eſtrees and 
the Count de Clermont advanced. They 
examined the. poſition of the enemy. A 


council of war was held at midnight, when 


a battle was reſolved upon. 


Thus it may be perceived by the above 
account, that it was the fault of not hav- 


ing ſupported the Count d'Eſtrees 2 
the 
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the brook of Lonnaken, that drew on the 
battle of Lawvelt, and that it was in our 
power to ave ſupported kim even after 
the uſeleſs conquelt of Dutch Flanders, if 
we had re-aiſembled our army, inſtead of 
leaving our troops idle in their canton- 
ments. This idleneſs was very prejudicial 
to us, and had like to have coſt us the loſs 
of a battle, the conſequences of which 
would have proved very troubleſome to us. 
It expoſed two very conſiderable bodies of 
troops to be cut off, and left them for five 
or ſix days, within four leagues of the ene- 
my, and nine of our army, 


The enemy did not take all the advan- 
tage that they might have done, of our 
quitting the poſts of Lier and Dieſt. They 
amuſed themſelves too long in the neigh- 
bourhood of Antwerp. They did not 
chuſe their poſts in a full direction upon 
Maeſtricht ; they neglected to penetrate 
beyond the Demer and Herk, in order to 


attack the Count of Clermont, or the 


Count d'Eſtrees, or at leaſt to defend the 
Gheetes, becauſe they believed they had 
time enough to take poſſeſſion of their 

antient 
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antient camp at Millem, and to defend 
the ſource of the Demer. 


On the 28th, they had marched to 
Zoonhoven; and on the 29th, between 
Gheneck and Lonnaken, where they re- 
mained the zoth, only ſending before them 
the bodies of M. Wolfembuttel, d' Ann, 
and Baronai, to occupy the ſources of the 
Demer, and to oppoſe our advanced 
bodies. 


If they had marched on the 28th to 
Haſſelt, from whence they were only about 
three or four leagues, it would have been 
impoſſible for the 20, ooo, under the com- 
mand of the Count d'Eſtrees, and the 
Count of Clermont, to have reſiſted, al- 
though they had even been ſupported by 
the bodies of Clermont-Tonnerre and Sen- 
neterre, againſt go, ooo men, who could 
have been upon them before mid-day ; 
while, if they had thought of retreating, 
they were near ten leagues from our army, 
The enemy defended the Gheetes, and that 
poſt was of much more conſequence than 


their camp at Millem, I gave a deſcrip- 
| tion 
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tion of that camp, when I had occaſion 
to ſpeak of our army at Tongres in 1746, 
where with an army ſo ſuperior as ours, 
we could eaſily have poured down between 
Tongres and Seren Elderen, and notwith- 

ſtanding the heighths of Elderen, have at- 
tacked them in their camp, while we had 
a ſure retreat behind Tongreberg; and the 
preſence of the King, who on the 22d had 
arrived at the camp in the park, had made 
the enemy believe that they were to be 
attacked. 


A third point to be examined is the battle 
of Lawvelt. 


The error of Marſhal Saxe, in not ſup- 
porting the Count dEſtrees, and that of 
not taking the advantage of the faults of 
the enemy, to repair his own, might have 
coſt us dear; and in like manner, the 
ſtay of the enemy in the camp of Geneck 
was the cauſe of their loſing the battle of 
Lawvelt. 


An 
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An account of the battle of Lawvelt; 


Marſhal Saxe had cauſed the nineteen 
battalions commanded by M. Senneterre, 
to encamp on the zoth of June, between 
Tongres and Tongreberg, ordering that 
the other corps ſhould encamp behind each 
other as they arrived, with the infantry on 
the right, ſending orders to the army at 
the ſame time to force their march. In 
conſequence of theſe orders, our troops left 
Tirlemont the zoth at mid-day, whither 
the King arrived at two o'clock, but after- 
wards proceeded to go and lie at St. 
Tron : but it being very late before the 
artillery could paſs the Geete, he was 
forced to lie at Oſmael. He was on horſe- 
back at day break, but did not arrive at 
St. Tron before eight of the morning, 
where he received a letter from Marſhal 
Saxe, informing him that the bodies of 
the Count of Clermont, and the Count 
d'Eſtrees, were going to march, 


T, he 
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The march of the Counts Clermont and d Ef 
trees, to the heighths of Hoesfelt, on the 


1/t of Jug. 


It was at four in the morning that the 
Count d'Eſtrees marched between Old El- 
deren and Elderen, placing the body of 
royal grenadiers of Chatillon, as a guard 
oppoſite to the opening of Old Elderen ; 
and being followed by the body of the 
Count of Clermont, who halted behind 
the flat of Elderen. M. de Clermont- 
Tonnerre had been ſent to the left bank 
of the Demer, upon the heighths of Hoeſ- 
felt, with forty ſquadrons, and M. d'Ha- 
vrincourt, with his brigade of cavalry, 
and four battalions of royal grenadiers, to 
cover the high road, which croſſes the 
march of Mummerckem, 


The motions of the enemy on the 1ſt of July in 
the morning. 


As we ſaw the enemy's camp pitched, 


and very deep, Marſhal Saxe ſent orders 
to 
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to M. Senneterre to draw up his troops in 
order oi battle, under the village of Ton- 
greberg. We then perceived the columns 
of the enemy, which advanced and occu- 
pied the Commandery, Groot-Spauwe, 
and Wlitingen, and, they even marched 
down the flat of Oſmedr, in order of bat- 
tle, and proceeded to that of Elderen, to 
the top of which the Count d'Eſtrees 
cauſed his troops to march. The Duke of 
Broglio then formed all the cavalry into ſix 
columns, which in truth conſiſted of only 
three or four ſquadrons each, on account 
of the forty ſquadrons which were with M. 
de Clermont-Tonnerre, on the other ſide 
of the Demer. Theſe columns, after firſt 
marching to the right, appeared on the 
top of the heighth, and by their appear- 
ance impoſed on the enemy, who inſtead 
of advancing, returned to the flat of 
Oſmeer. 


Marſhal Saxe was ſtill of opinion, that 
it was only the body of M. Wolfembuttel, 
and that they would retire upon his ad- 
vancing to attack them. The Count d'El- 
trees, however, ſeeing that he was not fol- 

lowed 
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lowed by any other body; and moreover, that 
the body they wanted him to attack, was 
ſupported by the whole army of the ene- 
my, whoſe columns he ſhewed to Marſhal 
Saxe as they advanced, repreſenting to 
him, that he muſt infallibly be beat; the 
Marſhal yielded to his opinion, and only 
poſted the infantry in the village of Elde- 
ren; and the cavalry, when they returned 
from Honesfelt, were placed in ſeveral lines 
at the foot of the flat of Elderen. Hede- 
fended his right flank, by ordering Mor- 
liere's light troops to take poſſeſſion of the 
village of Helcht. The artillery was placed 
behind the cavalry. The infantry, as they 
arrived, lined the flat and the hedges of 
Elderen. The Marſhal remained with 
the Count of Clermont, while the Count 
d'Eſtrees went to give an account of thoſe 
motions to the King, who had haſtened 
his march, and paſſed through Borcholen, 
upon the letter he had received at St: 
Tron, when Marſhal Saxe informed him 
of the Count d'Eſtrees march to Elderen, 
who found the King at the heighth of 
Bethau, and by his account, prevented 
him from ſtopping at Tongres. He haſ- 

E tened 
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tened his march to Elderen, and near the gib- 
bet found the Countde Cacquy (it was about 
three o'clock) who was going in ſearch of 
the army, which had juſt arrived at the 
camp between Borcholen and Tongres. 
This made the King more earneſt to ar- 
rive at Elderen, from whence he ſaw the 
army of the enemy, which was forming 
itſelf in order of battle. The enemy, af- 
ter having on the 3oth ſent off the bodies 
of M. Wolfembuttel, d'Ann, and Baronai, 
thought they had ſo fully ſecured their diſ- 
poſition, as to be able to regain their 
camp at Millem, and did not imagine that 
an army, which on the 2gth of June, at 
ten in the evening, was at Louvain, could 
be, on the firſt of July at mid-day, at Ton- 
gres, which is diſtant from it, ten large 
leagues of Brabant. The Duke of Cum- 


berland, however, at half an hour after 


three, ſeeing the King on the flat of Elde- 
ren, believed that all our army was there, 
and made his diſpoſitions, not to give, but 
to receive battle, and not to attack Elderen 
till after we had failed in our attack upon 
his left, which he reckoned invincible. 


The 
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The army of the allies had begun their 
march at four in the morning, it ſhould 
therefore have ari ived at its ground very 
early ; but the columns of the left having 
loſt their way, the firſt diſpoſition was not 
made by the Duke of Cumberland, till the 
time he ſaw the King. 


The firſt diſpoſition of the Allies. 


The infantry of M. Wolfembuttel, and 
Part of that of M. d'Ann, were ordered to 
throw themſelves into Groot-Spauwe, 
and to entrench themſelves there ; and the 
light troops were commanded to cover the 
approaches to the Commandery on the ſide 
of Demer. The reſt of the body of M. 
d'Ann, was placed on the heighths of St. 
Martin Linden. The Prince of Dourlach, 
had occupied Bilſen the evening before 
with 6000 foot, and fix pieces of cannon. 
The Engliſh cavalry under M. Ligonier, 
occupied the flat of Oſmeer. The firſt ar- 
rangement was made proviſionally, and 
to form a front inſtantly againſt the 

_ troops 
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troops which we had in Elderen ; for ac- 
cording as their troops arrived, they ex- 


tended themſelves ſucceſſively. 


The ſecond diſpoſition of the Allies. 


The Engliſh infantry was placed behind 
the village of Wlitingen, occupied that of 
Lawvelt. The Dutch Cavalry were placed 
behind their own infantry, and had the 
right of the Heſſian infantry, The Aul- 
trian cavalry was drawn up in ſeveral lines, 
in the place occupied by the Engliſh caval- 
ry, which on the arrival of the Auſtrians, 
paſſed to the left wing, near the village 


Wilre. 


General Tripps, who formed the rear 
guard of that army, placed himſelf on the 
left of all, between Montenacken and the 
Jaar. All theſe motions could not be ef- 
fected before four or five in the evening; 
and the enemy about fix o'clock, contented 
themſelves with canonading the village of 


Remſt, where Marſhal Saxe, that his 
| ſcheme 
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ſcheme might not be baffled, had puſhed 
the bodies of the Count of Clermont and 


Count d'Eſtrees. The King examined with 


Marſhal Saxe, the enemies diſpoſitions and 
our own, which could not be finiſhed till 
next morning, all the brigades not having 
arrived that day. 


The firſt diſpoſition of the French, 


M. de St. Germain remained with 
twelve battalions between Tongreberg 
and Tongres, where fifty pieces of cannon 
were ſtationed to ſecure our retreat in caſe 
of a misfortune. The nineteen battalions 
of M. Senneterre, namely Picardy, Cham- 
pagne, Piemont and Tourraine, remain- 
ed upon the flat of Elderen with twenty 


pieces of cannon in their front. Twenty 


battalions were in the ſecond line, and ten 
battalions fronting the right of the flat on 
the ſide of Lawvelt and Remſt. The 
cavalry in two lines, ſupported the left of 
the infantry, extending a little beyond the 
height of the village of Remſt, which 
they had in their front. The right wing 
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was ſupported by twenty-two pieces of 
cannon and twelve battalions, and behind 
them they had the brigade of Cuiraſſiers, 
and that of ***,, The brigade of the 
King's houſhold, and the guards, paſſed 
the night near the gibbet, and were after- 
wards placed in reſerve in the third line, 
upon the right flank of the village of 
Elderen, 


The body of the Count of Clermont, of 
fifteen battalions and thirty-ſix ſquadrons, 
occupied Remſt, having upon its right, 
that of the Count d'Eſtrees of four batta- 
lions and thirty-three ſquadrons, to which 
body, were added in the night, two bat- 
talions of royal grenadiers of Chatillon, 
and ſeven hundred of Morlieres light 
troops, which were in the caſtle of Elcht, 
where they were replaced by ſeven com- 
panies of grenadiers, and ſeven piquets 
drawn from the nineteen battalions of 
M. Senneterre, 'The King remained till 
eight of the evening on the flat, and 
| paſſed the night at Old Elderen. 


The 
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The ſecond diſpoſition of the French. 


At day break, on the ſecond of July, 
Marſhal Saxe had drawn up the army in 
order of battle, and alſo poſted the troops 
which had not arrived ſooner. However, 
according as they joined the army, the diſ- 
poſition was changed; and the intention 
being to attack Lawvelt, the infantry were 
ordered to march along the Jaar, namely, 
thoſe who were, or were going to be poſ- 
ted on the flat of Elderen. 


The enemy having ſet fire to Wlitin- 
gen, Marſhal Saxe believed in good 
earneſt that they were retiring, and ſent 
M. de Salieres with twenty-eight battalions, 
compoſing ſix brigades ; namely, Bulkly, 
Dillon, Bardick, Lally, Rooth, Clare, les 
Vaiſſeaux, Hainault, Montmorin, Baſſigny, 
la Tour-du-Pin, Royal la Marine, the 
King, Orleans and Chartres, to penetrate 
on that ſide, and M. Senneterre advanced 
to Elderen, and lined the hedges of that 
village when the King arrived there. 

E 4 M. de 
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M. de Salieres, finding the whole army 
of the enemy behind the village of Wlitin- 
gen, formed his troops in order of battle, 
oppoſite to that village, and M. de Cler- 
mont Tonnerre poſted himſelf with the ca- 
valry before Remſt. 


Upon our motions, the enemy had ad- 
vanced the left of their firſt line of infantry, 
within muſket ſhot of Lawvelt, where they 
placed four regiments, namely, thoſe of 
Crauford, Pultney, Dejean, and Freid- 
deman, which Engliſh and Hanove- 
rian regiments were reinforced by four 
others, namely, Wolfs, Howards, Con- 
way, and Haulſs's, moreover, the left 
of their ſecond line at the ſame time 
approached the firſt to ſupport it. The 
Engliſh foot guards were withdrawn from 
the village of Wlitingen, and formed a 
flank from the right of the Heſlian grena- 
ders, to the Bavarian troops who were in 
the center. At the ſame time it was pro- 
poſed to ſtrengthen the flanks of Lawvelt 
with artillery, and M. d'Ann had received 
orders to ſend a part of the infantry and 
the cavalry, of the body of reſerve, to the 

| x 55 left 


[ 57 ] 
left of their army. The enemy having ſet 
fire to Lawfelt, and the Marſhal having 
believed that they had abandoned it, or 
at leaſt only defended it in order to protect 
their rear-guard, he ordered the Count of 
Clermont to attack it with twenty pieces of 
cannon, and eight of the fifteen battalions, 
which were ſupported by his cavalry, 
formed on his right. The Count d'El- 
trees waited till that diviſion of our caval- 
ry, commanded by M. Segur had reached 
the heighth, to execute the order he had 
received to attack the body of M. Tripps, 
and to take poſſeſſion of Montenaken and 
Wilre. The body of M. Tripps made but 
a ſhort reſiſtance, and M. de Faudoas, 
with four battalions of royal grenadiers, 
and Morliere's light troops, drove the ene- 
my from Montenacken, where they made 


but a weak oppoſition; and from thence 
he marched to Wilre, which he likewiſe, 


in an inſtant, made himſelf maſter of. 


Mean while the attack upon Lawvelt had 
begun, about half an hour after ten, and 
the Count of Clermont having formed his 
infantry into three columns, that of the 
right, under the command of M. de Lau- 

trec, 


58 
trec, was formed of the brigade of Mo- 
nako. This brigade conſiſted of Monako 
and Bonac, and was deſigned to attack the 
village of Lawvelt. The column on the 
left, under the command of M. Beranger 
and M. Fronlay, was formed by the bri- 
gade of Segur, which conſiſted of Segur 
and Vermandois. The third column, un- 
der the command of M. de ! Aigle, conſiſ- 
ted only of 3 battalions of the brigade of 
la Ferre, la Marche and Nice; it remained 
with the brigade of Bourbon, Bourbon 
and Enghien, which was placed as a re- 
ſerve under the command of M. Beau- 
preau to ſupport the artillery, which had 
been divided into two diviſions, and which 
changed its poſition three times. The firſt 
was to ſilence the battery which the enemy 
had on the right flank of the village, and 
having accompliſhed that, they then ad- 
vanced nearer, having with them field 
pieces which battered in ſeveral direc- 
tions on the fide of Montenacken and 
Wilre, while thoſe of M. de Salieres bat- 
tered the left flank of the village, and fired 
upon the column which was marching to 
reinforce it, but without greatly incom- 

moding 
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moding it, as it was drawn up in a hollow 


between the villages of Wlitingen and 
Lawvelt. 


The firſt attack of the French, with eight 


battalions. 


As we had not, prior to the attack, fired 
upon that village, we were not able to de- 
ſtroy the mud walls topped with quick 
hedges, with which it is incloſed, and 
which occaſioned a great obſtruction to 
our troops, and cauſed a great loſs of 
men. The brigades of Monako and Se- 
gur, nevertheleſs penetrated into the firſt 
orchards, but were never able to paſs the 
road which cuts the village in two. They 
made a ſecond attempt with the brigade of 
La Ferre, and that of Bourbon ; but this 
ſucceeded no better than the firſt. 


The ſecond attack of the French, with eight 
and ſeven, that is, fifteen battalions. 


Marſhal Saxe then reinforced the infan- 
try of the Count of Clermont, with two 
brigades 
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brigades of Bettens. Theſe two brigades 
formed the twelve battalions which were 
at the right of the king's army, and of 
Monin. Bettens and la Marche, Mon- 
nin and Dieſbach, whom he ſent under 
the command M. de Montbarey, attacked 
Lawvelt a third time, with fifteen batta- 
lions, but without effect. 


The third attack of the French, with fifteen 


battalions and twelve, making twenty- 
ſeven. 


The Marſhal likewiſe detached from the 
body of M. Clermont Tonnerre, ſome 
brigades of cavalry, and among the reſt, 
the Cravates and Belfond, the Royal, Royal- 
Rouſſillon and Harcourt, Berry and Fien- 
nes to ſupport M. de Segur, marching to- 
wards his left, and ſuffering much from 
the cannon, which was the fate likewiſe 
of thoſe of the King and of Clermont Ton- 
nerre, at the head of whom the Count of 
Bavaria was ſlain. 
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The fourth attack of the French, with twenty- 
ſeven battalions, and ten others, making 


thirty ſeven. 


The third attack of Lawfelt not having 
ſucceeded, Marſhal Saxe ſent, under the 
command of the Duke de Haure, the bri- 
gade of Vaiſſeaux, Vaiſſeaux and Hai- 
nault, under the command of Lord Clare, 
and that of the Iriſh, under the command 
of M. Fitz-James and M. Rooth. Theſe 
two battalions joined the troops in the 
village, and thoſe who had left it, and 
began a fourth attack, 


The enemy reinforcing Lawvelt with 
their whole line of infantry, began to 
drive us from the village, after we had 
almoſt made ourſelves maſters of it ; the 
Marſhal ordered to advance, under the 
command of M. Salieres, M. Guerchy, 
M. Lorge, the three brigades of la Tour- 
du-Pin, la Tour-du-Pin and Royal la 
Marine, Orleans and Chartres, the King 


and Orleans, 
I The 
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The brigade of Montmorin, the only 
one that remained of the body of M. Sa- 
heres now ſtaid for a guard to the cannon 
and to have an eye upon Whtingen, a mo- 
tion of the enemy making us beheve that 
they intended to take poſſeſſion of it 


again. 


Marſhal Saxe, when he cauſed the three 
brigades abovementioned to march, had 
ordered the brigade of Cravates, and that 
of Royal Rouſſillon cavalry, with a brigade 
of artillery to counter-march by their left 
flank. At the ſame time M. Duras, the 
King's aid-de-camp, had carried orders to 
the Carabiniers, who till then had been 
with the King's houſhold and the Gen- 
darmery, between Elderen and White 
Houſe, to go and join the Count d'Eſtrees. 


The fifth attack of the French, with thirty- 
ſeven battalions, and twelve, making forty- 
nine. 


As ſoon as the troops commanded by 


M. Salieres approached Lawvelt, the Mar- 
{hal 
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ſhal cauſed the brigade of Orleans, and the 
royal regiment de la Marine, under the 
command of the Count de Lorges, to line 
the hedges of the village, and attack the 
column which ſupported it. Mean while 
the regiment of la Tour-du-Pin, and that 
of the King, penetrated into the village by 
the left flank, and at length forced it. 
When the Count de Lorges had begun to 
throw the column into diſorder, the Mar- 
ſhal advanced with the firſt ſquadrons of 
the brigades of Cravates, Royal, Rouſſil- 
lon, ard Berry, which he found neareſt 
him, and marching between Wlitingen 
and Lawvelt, charged and defeated the 
enemies cavalry, which he drove upon 
their infantry, that were marching from 
their right, from the body of General 
d'Ann. Then ſome of their ſquadrons 
which had been formed near the village 
of Heſſe, came and fell upon the rear of 
our cavalry, thereby ſecuring the retreat of 
their left, and their center towards Kiſtelt 
and Maeſtricht. 


In the mean time the royal grenadiers, 
who had maintained themſelves in Wilre, 
and 
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and repulſed two attacks, were at laſt 
obliged to abandon it. 


The cavalry of M. Segur having made 
a motion on its left, ſo that the cavalry of 
the Count d'Eſtrees, finding itſelf left de- 
fenceleſs both on its right and left, had 
been obliged to repaſs the hollow way 
which leads from Montenacken to Kiſtelt, 
both with the defign of drawing nearer to 
M. Segur, and alſo, that he might not be 
expoſed to the fire which took him in 
flank, from the village of Wilre, from 
whence four hundred huſſars, and ſome 
light armed infantry, ſallied out, and fell 
upon two ſquadrons of the Count d'Eſ- 
trees, which they puſhed into the hollow 
way, where they tound the infantry, which 
forced-them to keep at a diſtance, 


After Lawvelt was forced, their artil- 
lery had been advanced to the two flanks of 
that village, behind which Marſhal Saxe 
had returned with the cavalry which had 
charged with him, having alſo brought 
back with them the cavalry of M. Segur, 
upon whoſe right M. d'Eſtrees then came 

and 
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and formed with his cavalry, having be- 
hind him the light horſe, and his infantry 
in a column upon his right flank. The 
left wing of the enemy was ſtill in order of 
battle in two lines, having for its point 
of defence the village of Kiſtelt, through 
which their infantry were to paſs. Their 
cavalry extended beyond ours, by eight or 
ten ſquadrons on the right, whither the 
carabineers as they came up poſted them- 
ſelves. It was moreover defended by the 
hollow way, which was lined with in- 
fantry. The dragoons of Beaufremont 
marched to the right of all; but not being 
ſufficient to fill the whole extent of ground, 
they were ſupported by all the huſſars, who 
extended themſelves as far as Wilre, which 
the enemy then no longer occupied. 


The motions and charge of M. Ligonier. 


Some ſquadrons of huſſars having quit- 
ted their ſtation with a deſign to fall 
upon the infantry which were paſſing 
through Kiſtelt to Maeſtricht, M. Ligo- 
nier perceived it, and judging that. it was 

1 neceſſary 
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neceſſary to exert himſelf ſuddenly, to ſave 
their whole left wing, he put in motion 
the greateſt part of his cavalry, and with 
them charged ours. 


Some of our ſquadrons were thrown into 
diſorder upon the edge of the hollow way, 
from whence the fire of our infantry drove 
off the enemy. The carabiniers having 
been borne down, were brought back, 
and being rallied, purſued the enemy be- 
yond Wilre. The Count d'Eſtrees having 
puſhed two ſquadrons of carabiniers upon 
one of the flanks of M. Ligonier, went to 
the brigade of Anjou to charge upon the 
other flank, and fell upon the Heſſian 
ſquadrons, who were overpowered and 
cut to pieces. The Marquis d'Armentieres, 
who had run to the right to rally the 
troops that had been broke, perceiving 
that the Engliſh cavalry wanted to rejoin 
the Heſſian, marched directly againſt them, 
and puſhed them on the Duke of Broglio, 
who defeated them entirely with the Royal 
Brigade, Royal and Broglio. The Duke of 
Cumberland's regiment, and the dragoons, 
loſt great numbers on that occaſion, 

and 
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and M. Ligonier having fallen in with the 
two ſquadrons of carabinieres, which were 
upon his flank, was by them taken priſoner. 
Nothing more of moment then happened 
upon that left of the enemy, and the light 
troops were ſent in purſuit of them; but were 
ſtopt by about fifty ſquadrons, who made 
a ſtand at a ſmall diſtance from Maeſtricht, 
and againſt whom we found it neceſſary to 
advance our cannon, to force them to re- 
tire under the fire of that place. 


The movements of M. Batbiani. 


Between the fourth and fifth attack, 
when M. Bathiani ſaw Lawvelt almoſt 
forced, he made a motion as if he intend- 
ed to march to our left, and he ſent light 
troops to take poſſeſſion of the hamlet of 
Elcht, from whence ſeven hundred of our 
men were driven; they retreated in toler- 
able good order, under protection of three 


troops of cavalry, which had been made 


to advance forwards: The enemy raiſed a 
battery before the hamlet of Elcht, which 
bore upon the flat where the King was 

F 2 ſtationed, 
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ſtationed, who was only about eight or nine 
hundred fathoms diſtant. Some bullets 
paſſed behind his majeſty, who anſwered 
them by all the artillery of the flat, which 
quickly ſilenced that little battery. Law- 
velt in the mean time was at length forced, 

and the enemy cauſed a body of light horſe 
to advance, which troops ſeemed as though 
they had intended to march down the flat 
of Roſmeer, and give us diſturbance upon 
our left, to prevent us from ſending freſh 
troops to our right, in order to purſue 
their left. The ſecond object of that 
motion, was to cover the retreat of their 


right. 


They ſucceeded in both theſe objects, 
and Marſhal Saxe ſtaying too long to hear 
the compliments and congratulations upon 
his victory, loſt three hours of very pre- 
cious time. Lawvelt had been forced at 
half an hour after one, and it was not till 
half an hour after four that he ſent M. 
Clermont-Tonnerre with four brigades of 
cavalry and one of infantry, between Wli- 
tengen and Heeſle, directing his march 


to the mill of Montpertin, while Marſhal 
Saxe 
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Saxe at the head of the troops that were 
upon the flat of Elderen, and upon the 
left of the cavalry of the two wings, and 
of the body of reſerve, having beſides fifty 
pieces of cannon, marched to Groot- 
Spauwe, the ten ſquadrons of the brigade 
of Royal Germans making the van guard. 
Theſe troops advanced to the heights of 
Roſmeer, marching between Whitingen 
and the two Spauwes ; but it was too late, 
and M. Clermont-Tonnerre ſaw their rear 
guard, commanded by M. Wolfembuttel, 
paſs the brook of Lonnaken, without be- 
ing able to come up with them; beſides, 
being too weak to think of attacking them 
with the column of the left which he com- 
manded, the Marſhal had not then reach- 
ed the height, becauſe he had ſet out too 
late. A part of the left of the enemies 
army paſſed the Maes at Maeſtricht, the 
reſt paſſed it upon bridges which they 
threw over it at Sinnermaer, and between 
Hoichten and Maeſtricht. Their right, 
after having paſſed the brook of Lonna- 
ken, proceeded to Reckem, where they 
paſſed the Maes, on the right bank of 
which, next morning, they rejoined the 

1 reſt 
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reſt of their army, and then encamped bey 
tween the Guele and the Foron, a poſt 
which they kept almoſt all the reſt of "he 
campaign. Our army paſſed the night 
upon the field of battle, excepting M. St. 
Germain and the Count d'Eſtrees. The 
firſt was ordered in the evening to march 
with his twelve battalions, two brigades 
of cavalry, and the dragoons of Harcourt, 
with the pontoons to throw a bridge over 
the Macs at Reckem, while the Count 
d'Eſtrees, with his body, was to reinforce 
the titteen battalions of M. Clermont, to 
take poſſcſſion of a poſt on the other ſide 
of the Macs, by means of two great boats 
which u. Dumeſnil ſent down from 


Liege. 


This diſpoſition was with a deſign to 
inveſt Macſtricht, but Marthal Saxe being 
informed at three in the morning, that 
the Duke of Cumberland was encamped 
behind that place, was ſenſible of the im- 
pollibility of his project; and in truth, 
he ſent counter orders, and cauſed M. de 
St. Germain to encamp at Kiſtelt, and the 
Count dEſtrecs at Heur- le-Romain, bę- 


rw Con 
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tween the Jaar and the Maes, and the 
grand army occupied the camp at the Com- 
mandery. 


The enemy loſt at the battle of Lawvelt, 
twenty-nine pieces of cannon, two pair of 
kettle drums, nine pair of colours, and 
ſeven ſtandards. The liſt of dead and 
wounded given to the King, exceeded 
12,000 men, and that of the enemy 
amounted to 8,5 55. We had one hundred 
and eleven officers killed upon the field of 
battle, and fix hundred and thirty-ſeven 


wounded, 


Before I make any remarks on this bat- 
tle, I thall deſcribe the ground occupied 
by both armies. I ſhall likewiſe ſay ſome- 
thing of the ground that lay betwixt 
them, and of that which was in the rear of 


cach, 


F 4 Au 


—— 


* 
Ll 
1 \ 
4 
1 
[i 
l f 
| 
4 
al 
j 
{ of 
* 
7 
$ , 
x 
1 
+, 
{ 
k 
4 
14 
it 
1 l 
1 . 
4 
18 
T4 
14 
. 
J 
is 
= 
7 
'TYH 
14 , 
l 
"Y 
44 
T- 6 
=O : 
ix N 
114+ 4 
. : 
488 
' 
- 44 
\ i * 
1 
17 4 
\ 
"#5 
S 7 
'L Fe © 
4 
P 4 
* E 
5 
1 we 
iy N 
3 4 
"1 
1 
N 
5 
5 1 
LF 
= N 
1 
1 ! 
43 
"gl : 
1 
U o 
tt 
» 
{1 
40 
ix 
N 
wt 
* 
1 
1 
F 
1 
x 
4 
1 
i 


_ 
- — a 5m IIS — 
rn nc —I— 2 wor a re re — * 
e — — - — — 


= 8 
4 - 
w —_ 


[ 72] 


An account of the ground on which the battle 
of Lawvelt was fought on the ſecond of 


July 1747. 
The ground occupied by the enemy. 


The Great Commandery i 15 not upon the 
bank of the Demer, but it is not far diſtant 
from it, and borders upon it by the 
hamlet of Ricktoven. The caſtle is pretty 
large, with ſeveral courts and gardens in- 
cloſed with walls. 


The enemy did not occupy it on the 
day of battle, or at moſt, they had only 
ſome light troops in it, becauſe their prin- 
cipal object was to cover Maeſtricht. 


That poſt was at too great a diſtance 
from it, and it was not our intereſt to 
attack them by their right. The troops 
that were at the Commandery, could not 
fall upon our left, on account of the 
ſources of the Demer, which comes from 
Mumerckem. 


5 Their 
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Their right was about a ſhort half 
league from the Commandery, defended 
by the village of Groot-Spauwe, and 
that of Klein- Spauwe. The diſtance be- 
tween theſe two villages is ſo inconſiderable, 
that they may be ſaid to join each other. 
Theſe two villages are ſituated upon two 
ſmall eminencies, riſing oppoſite to Elde- 
ren and the Commandery, and are both 
very good poſts, particularly Groot-Spau- 
we, which may be looked upon as a for- 
treſs. From Groot-Spauwe to Whtin- 
gen, about halt a league ; and a road 
from Groot-Spauwe to Wlitingen, be- 
gins at the hedges of Groot-Spauwe, 
proceeding to Wlitingen, by the ſide of 
Klein-Spauwe, and palling behind the 
village. On the {ide of Roſmeer it is hol- 
low for about two hundred fathom, after 
which 1t becomes again almoſt quite plain 
for about two hundred and fifty fathom 
more, till within about fifty fathom of a 
windmill, when it becomes very hollow all 
the way to Wlitingen, and ends at the 
fartheſt hedges of- that village, on the fide 
of Layvelt, 

Several 
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Several other hollow roads croſs the 
country, ſome proceeding to Wlitingen on 
the right, and two on the left, one of 
which begins beyond the windmill, paſſes 
near it, and proceeds to Roſmeer. This 
is almoſt all the way hollow, eſpecially at 
the entrance into Roſmeer. 


The right of the army of the allies was 
drawn up behind the road from Groot- 
Spauwe to Wlitingen, and it was com- 
poſed of the Auſtrian cavalry, who were 
drawn up in order of battle upon the ridge, 
which is called the heighth of the flat of 
Roſmeer. It is a continuation, or rather 
a gentle declivity of the heighths, upon 
which are ſituated the hamlets of Bergel, 
Ameldorp, and the village of Valduidre. 


The villege of Wlitingen, or. Ulitingen, 
is very large, and is a good poſt, From 
thence to the village of Lawvelt, is only a 
ſhort quarter of a league, and the ground 
ſhelving down, and riſing up very gently 
on each ſide, forms between theſe two vil- 
lages a kind of bottom, which was of 

| great 
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great advantage to the enemy, becauſe it 
hindered our cannon from doing any da- 
mage to an Engliſh. column which was 
between Wlitingen and Lawvelt, and 
where they had contrived a paſſage, where- 
by that column reinforced their troops 
continually, without being incommoded 


by our artillery, as the bullets paſſed over 
their heads. 


The hamlet of Lawvelt 1s very large, 
and, like all the other villages of that 
plain, is ſurrounded with ſeveral orchards 
one behind another, and each incloſed 
with mud walls ſix feet high, upon which 
are planted quick hedges, which are ex- 
treamly thick, ſo that each village is as it 
were a citadel, Lawvelt is a little further 
from Montenacken, than from Wlitingen. 
The road extends 200 fathom from Law- 
velt, near a {mall tomb which is on the 
right fide, and behind the hamlet on the 
fide of Montenacken. This great road 
leads to Tongres and Maeſtricht ; but after 
that croſſing, the road from Lawvelt to 
Montenacken, 1s only a ſmall path, till 

within 


[70] 
within 150 or 200 fathoms of the hedges 
of Montenacken, which form a deep hol- 
low before they enter the village, and are 
Joined to another hollow way which forms 
the road from Montenacken to Kiſſel, or 
rather Kiſtelt. 


Montenacken is a good poſt and a large 
village, but not ſo good as Lawvelt, I 
mean for the defence of detachments, the 
church- yards would be very proper, by 
making retrenchments in them, and pul- 
ling down ſome houſes adjoining, the 
windows of which might overlook their 
works. ; 


This village was occupied only by a 
body of light troops under the command 
of M. Tripps, being in the front of the 
enemies line, which extended to Wilre. 


Wilre or Maeſtricht-Wilre, is about a 
ſmall quarter of a league diſtant from 
Montenacken. Two roads lead thither, 
the one hollow, running along the bottom 
of the ridge, on the top of which is ſituated 

ö the 
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the farm of Leanſberg. The ground be. 
tween that farm and Montenacken, forms 
a ridge, or even a ſmall heighth ; and on 
the right of the farm, the ground forms 
' ſeveral plains, at the foot of which runs 
the Jaar. The road I have been ſpeaking 
of, paſſes by the hedges of Wilre, and 
from thence to Maeſtricht. Another hol- 
low road goes up from Wilre to Leanſ- 
berg, which 1s diſtant about half a quarter 
of a league. The other road, which is the 
true one, 1s level enough ; and upon the 
left of that, which runs along the foot of 
the ridge. Wilre is a large village, good 
enough on the ſide of Montenacken, but 
bad on the ſide of Maeſtricht, becauſe 
the heighth I have been ſpeaking of, 
deſcends to the hedges. 'The burying 
ground 1s good for nothing. 


From Wilre to Lawvelt, the inhabi- 
tants reckon a large half league. The 
ground 1s level enough, excepting the 
deep hollow that leads from Montenac- 
ken to Keſſel. 


Wlitingen 
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Wiitingen and Lawvelt were before the 
center and part of theleftof the enemy which 
was compoſed of Engliſh, Dutch, Heſſians 
and Hanoverians. They made a motion at 
firſt, as though they had intended to aban- 
don Wlitingen, which making marſhal Saxe 
think that they were retiring, he ſent 
only two brigades to attack Lawvelt, where, 
under the command of M. Samerfelde, 
General of the Hanoverians, and the 
Prince of Heſſe Caſſel, were no leſs than 
thirty-three battalions, continually rein- 
forced by the Engliſh column which came 
from Wͤlitingen, and ſupported by the 
whole left of their army, and thirty- nine 
pieces of cannon, which bore upon our 
infantry, and alſo upon our cavalry that 
ſupported them. Between Lawvelt and 
Wilre was their left, compoſed of cavalry; 
M. Tripps was 1n the front of Montenac- 
ken, therefore we may look upon their left 
as defended by the Jaar, and their right 
by the Demer, and beſides, fortified by 
two good villeges, which are Wilre and 
Groot-Spauwe; and the front of their 
line defended by two excellent villages, 


which 
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which are Whtingen and Lawvelt, Such 
was the ground occupied by them. 


Remarks upon the battle of Lawvelt. 


The battle of Lawvelt, which Marſhal 
Saxe found himſelf obliged to give, being 
on the point of receiving it to great diſad- 
vantage, ſhows plainly the conſequence of 
all the errors that he had before commit- 
ted, and likewiſe thoſe of the enemy, who 
nevertheleſs would have made a fine cam- 
paign, if they had not ſtaid too long at 
the camp of Gheneck, and had arrived on 
the zoth in the plain of Lawvelt. 


The firſt of July, Marſhal Saxe begins 
with ſending forty ſquadrons to the other 
ſide of the Demer; a motion, which to 
me appears firſt uſeleſs, becauſe neither the 
enemy nor the French could penetrate on 
that ſide; and although they could, ten 
ſquadrons would have been ſufficient. 
Secondly, the motion was dangerous, as 
it was depriving himſelf of a conſiderable 


body 
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body of cavalry that might have ſupported 
the Count d'Eſtrees, who had been ſent to 
the top of the flat of Elderen, and was 
ſupported only at a great diſtance, This 
error proceeded from Marſhal Saxe's opi- 
nion, that the body of the enemy that he 
ſaw, was only the detachment of M. Wol- 
fembuttel, a notion which made him make 
that propoſal to the Count d'Eſtrees, of 
attacking by himſelf the whole army of 
the enemy, and which would have coſt us 
four battalions and thirty-three ſquadrons, 
if he had not happened to have addreſ- 
ſed a general officer, who had not only a 
quick penetration, but likewiſe that autho- 
rity which always accompanies great ta- 
lents, and who beſides, had ſteadineſs 
and reſolution enough to make remon= 
ſtrances. 


The motion of the ſix ſmall columns 
with which M. Broglio made a ſhew, was 
of great importance, becauſe it made the 
enemy ſhorten their march and retreat a 
little. 


It 
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It is difficult to juſtify them for ſuffer- 
ing the columns of their left to loſe their 
way, in an open country, with which they 
ought to have been well acquainted. Even 
then, they might only have repaſſed the 
Maes at Reckem, and covered Maeſtricht, 
without riſking a battle, which might have 
been attended with the loſs of that place; 
whereas, a defeat would only have obliged 
us to have retired behind the Demer, or at 
moſt behind the Gheetes. But their ſole ob- 
ject was to take poſſeſſion of their old camp 
at Millem : however, upon arriving at the 
ground, they extended themſelves on the 
ſide of Lawvelt and Remſt, inſtead of 
marching towards Millem. If they had 
proceeded in that route, they would have 
ſeen behind the flat of Elderen, and would 
not have taken the columns of four ſqua- 
drons for our whole army. They would 
have ſeen, that the nineteen battalions of 
M. Senneterre had remained at the gibbet; 
that the forty ſquadrons of M. Clermont- 
Tonnerre were far from being compleat. To 
leave even only two battalions in Bilſen, was 
even more than was neceſlary ; they might 


therefore have drawn off the body of M. 
G Durlach. 
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Durlach. Beſides, they had calculated the 
time which they thought it would take our 
army to come from Louvain to Elderen ; 
and as it was ſtill at Louvain at eleven at 
night, it could not be at Elderen before fix 
o'clock in the evening of the firſt of July. 
They therefore had an opportunity of at- 


tacking with, 
The body of M. d' Ann. 
That of the Count de Durlach, 
That of M. Baronai: 
That of M. Wolfembutel. 
All the Engliſh, and 
The body of M. Tripps. 
Beſides theſe bodies, which made an 


army of more than 50,000 men, the 
reſt of their army was arriving ſucceſ- 


fively, and we had only to oppoſe to 
them, 


The 
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bat. ſq. infant. cav. 
The body of the Count d'Eſtrees - - - 4 33] 2,400[3630 
The light troops - - < < < « - 100 
The body of M. Senneterre = - - - 19| 11, 40c 
The body of M. Clermont-Tonnerre - 416 2,40c|1705 
The body of M. de St. Germain - 4 12 2,40c|1320 


The ſum 31 


61118, 70006655 


The amount of the whole, reckoning the 
battalions at 600 men each, and the ſqua- 
drons at 110 men, is 25,355 fighting men. 


Their whole army was arrived at three 
o'clock. They might then have marched 
againſt the village of Elderen, and turned 
on our right on the ſideof the villages Remſt 
and Meer, which would have obliged us to 
have formed ourſelves in the letter T, and I 
know not whether we would have had, at 
that time, forces enough to have lined the 
very large village of Elderen, and to have oc- 
cupied that poſition, which in truth, of itſelf, 
15 not very good, The King had brought 
with him, at two o'clock, ten battalions, 
and forty-one ſquadrons, but that rein- 
forcement would not have drawn us out of 
the bad ſituation in which we were; and 
yet the preſence of the King alone effected 

1 it, 
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it, for the enemy ſeeing him upon the flat, 
believed that our whole army was arrived 
in the plain; whereas it was ten at night 
before they reached it. We have ſeen in 
the deſcription of the field of battle, that 
the enemy had pitched upon a ſpot, by 
which their right and left were ſtrongly de- 
fended, and their front protected by two 
villages that were fortreſſes, but that be- 
hind their right there was a ſpot of ground 
improper for engaging upon, if their cen- 
ter ſhould be forced, as it actually was. 
That they might have remedied that in- 
convenience, by directing their right to Ey- 
genbilſen, and their left to Wilre, and pro- 
tected their front by the villages of Kiſtelt, 
Heeſſe, and Montpertin. 


In their diſpoſition they did not follow the 
nature of the ground, particularly, in leav- 
ing 6000 men with M. Durlach near Bilſen, 
on a ſpot where they could not act. They 
ought to have ſent that body to defend 
Montenacken, which would have rendered 
the attack of Lawvelt much more difficult 
for us. Part of that infantry might have 
lined the deep hollow between Montenac- 

ken 
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ken and Wilre, and the reſt of the ground 
might - have been occupied by the cavalry, 
who might have fallen upon the flank of 
the columns that attacked Lawvelt. It is 
true, that turning towards the ſide of 
Leanſberg, the Count d'Eſtrees would have 
had the advantage of the ground, to have 
poured in his troops between Montenac- 
ken and Wilre; but that motion would 
have retarded us. The Engliſh cavalry, 
occupying that ſpace, would have main- 
tained its ground; and two ſmall hollows, 
the one as you come out from Montenac- 
ken, and the other at the entry into Wilre, 
would have occaſioned a {ſmall diſpute. 
Six thouſand men were more than ſuffi- 
cient to guard Montenacken: we would 
have been obliged to have employed a great 
number of troops to attack them, and as 
many troops at leaſt for the attack of the 
village of Lawvelt, 


The firſt reflection that preſents itſelf 
as to our order of battle 1s, that although 
fewer troops had been left to M. Lowen- 
dal, he might have guarded the Dyle ſut- 
ficiently; but this was an original error, 

G 3 owing 
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owing to the Marſhal's apprehenſions for 
Antwerp, and his projects upon Zea- 
land. 


Our firſt diſpoſitions appear to me good. 
It was neceſſary to puſh forwards the 
Count d'Eſtrees and the Count de Cler- 
mont, that we might not be diverted, and 
likewiſe to make a ſhew of the cavalry ; 
which, being drawn up in a plain proper 
for acting, might have retreated to the 
flat, where the preſence of the King oc- 
caſioned a greater number of troops to be 
placed. There was not infantry enough 
to have ſupported our right, which would 
have retreated to Elderen, if the enemy 
had attacked it. But all the troops not 
having yet taken their ground, thoſe, who 
arrived, would have greatly embarraſſed 
thoſe who were retreating, which would 
have occaſioned a confuſion ; of which the 
174 enemy would have taken the advantage, 
130 if by conſiderably reinforcing their lefr, 
1 they had come and attacked our r right by 2 
* of 1258 march, - 


Our 
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Our deſign of attacking Lawvelt was 


very well concerted, becauſe we thereby 


cut the enemy's army in two ; but what is 
ſingular, is, that although that project 
ſucceeded, we did not take any advantage 
of it. It is alſo aſtoniſhing, that Marſhal 
Saxe ſhould leave fifty pieces of cannon 
uſeleſs at Tongres, and as many at Elde- 
ren, where twenty would have been ſuffi- 
cient ; and that propoſing to attack Law- 
velt, he did not reinforce the body of the 
Count de Clermont with infantry, nor can- 
nonade the hedges to beat down the mud 
walls that ſupported them. 


Lawvelt being ſet on fire, the Marſhal be- 
lieved that the enemy were retiring ; but it is 
ſurpriſing how he could imagine this ; for 
however near they were to Maeſtricht, they 
were ſtill too near our army to retire be- 
fore it : and even, though their diſpoſition 
had been as bad as it was good, it would have 
ſtill been leſs dangerous for them to have 
come and attacked us, or even to have ret 
ceived our attack, than to have decamped 
in our view. It was from this perſuaſion 


however, that Marſhal Saxe cauſed thirty- 
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three battalions of the enemy, ſupported by 
#hcir whole army, to be attacked by eight 
of ours, in the beſt village of the world, 
the hedges of which were not beat down. 
After this firſt error, ſeeing that the enemy 
defended Lawvelt, the Marſhal ought to 
have ſent directly, and at once, the whole 
body of M. Salieres, inſtead of making 
them march by parcels, which made us loſe 
a great number of men, and to no pur- 
poſe. He ought to have perceived likewiſe, 
that Lawvelt drew its principal ſtrength 
from the column by which it was reinforc- 
ed; and as it was the important point on 
which the gaining of the battle depended, 
we ought not to have trifled with it, but to 
have attacked it at once with forty or 
forty-five battalions, and at the ſame time 
to have tallen upon the troops between 
Wlitingen and Lawvelt, with the reſt of 
the infantry and cavalry of M. Clermont- 
Tonnerre. The enemy having placed al- 
moſt all their whole force in Lawvelt, we 
neglected to regulate our forces according 
to theirs: which if we had done, our ca- 
valry would have ſuffered much leſs, be- 
cauſe it would have been expoſed to their 

cannon 
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cannon a ſhorter time; and the royal gre- 
nadiers would have been able to have 
maintained themſelves in Wilre. Our in- 
fantry committed the ſame error as at the 
battle of Nerwinde, in not having beat 
down the ſmall mud walls, to open them- 
ſelves a paſſage. If the enemy could have 
taken poſſeſſion of the hamlet of Elcht, 
without being expoſed to our artillery on 
the flat of Elderen, they would have great- 
ly haraſſed the body of M. Salieres, whom 
the Marſhal had very improperly ſent to 
penetrate by Wlitingen, behind which 
lay the whole enemies army. 


It is aſtoniſhing, that having deſigned 
the body of the Count d' Eſtrees to drive 
the Enemy from Montenacken, and to 
take poſſeſſion of Wilre, more infantry was 
not ſent them in the beginning of the bat- 
tle; and it ought not to have been expec- 
ted, that four battalions, and ſeven hun- 
dred of Morhere's light troops, were ſuf- 
ficient to make themſelves maſters of Wilre. 
I know not why the cavalry of M. Segur, 
making a motion to the left, ſeparated it- 
ſelf from that of the Count d'Eſtrees. It 

| ſeemed 


90 
ſeemed as though he had a deſign to ad- 
vance beyond Lawvelt, to oppoſe the Dutch 
ſquadrons, who had probably marched for- 
wards to cover the retreat of the troops 
forced in Lawvelt. This motion obliged 
the Count d'Eſtrees to repaſs the deep hol- 
Jow. If the Engliſh cavalry could have 
marched againſt him at that moment, I 
believe they would have ſucceeded better, 
than by ſending only their light troops. 


The motion of General Ligonier, was 
quite excellent. Having judiciouſly fore- 
ſeen the loſs of the battle, he inſtantly 
thought of ſecuring the retreat of the al- 
lies; and judging that he ought to ſacrifice 
ſome ſquadrons, to ſave their left wing, he 
employed his cavalry to put his project vi- 
goroully in execution. That cavalry fought 
with great bravery; and it was ſolely owing 
to the ſuperiority of that general officer's 
penetration, who the evening before had 
hindered Marſhal Saxe from ſacrificing four 
battalions and thirty-three ſquadrons, that 
he now cauſed M. Ligonier to be attacked 
in flank, and defeated him. The enemy 
likewiſe committed an error, in leaving an 

interval 
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interval between the Engliſh and Heſſian 
horſe, of which we took advantage. 


M. Bathiani likewiſe ated with great 
prudence on that day, by his feigned at- 
tack upon the hamlet of Elcht, and made 
us believe that he deſigned to attack us; 
while he thought only of a retreat, which 
he wanted to cover by the light troops, 
which made a feint of coming down from 


the flat. 


Another reflection that offers itſelf is, 
that having ſucceeded in his deſign, and 
being maſter of Lawvelt, and having it in 
his power to divide the enemy's army in 
two, the Marſhal did not ſeize the oppor- 
tunity, by cauſing his victorious troops to 
march at once to Heeſſe-Montpertin, ſup- 
ported by the troops on the flat of Elde- 
ren; ſo that arriving before the enemy at 
the brook of Lonnaken, their right, in or- 
der to retreat, muſt have paſſed acroſs our 
whole army, who would have driven them 
into the marſh of Munſter-Bilſen. The 


left of the enemy's army then thought of 


wachung but a retreat to Maeſtricht, and 
could 
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could not have come, but with the greateſt 
difficulty, to the aſſiſtance of their right. 
This right would have been attacked at 
the ſame time by the troops on the flat of 
Elderen in front, and in flank by the vic- 
torious troops. Never had Marſhal Saxe 
ſo fine an opportunity; but inſtead of em- 


bracing it, he did not give the orders for 


marching till five in the evening, which 
ought to have been given at two, and by 


that dilatorineſs, the enemy retired without 


being diſturbed, becauſe we had no mind 
to interrupt them: and the gaining the 
battle of Lawvelt did not advance us one 
ſtep; for the ſiege of Bergen-op-zoom 1s 
an enterprize ſo contrary to all the rules of 
war, that it ought not to be looked upon 


as a conſequence of that battle, where we 


might have ſeen a repetition of Hochſtet, 
with this difference, that by the poſition of 
our troops at Hochſtet, we ought certainly 
to have been beat, the two villages of Bol- 
ſtat and Blenheim not being in our line, 
and we not having above twenty-ſeven bat- 
talions incloſed, whereas the enemy at 
Lawvelt were in a poſition defended by for- 
treſ&s which were in their lines, and were 
ſupported 
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ſupported and defended by a numerous and 
brave infantry ; and inſtead of twenty. ſe- 
ven battalions, we could have incloſed the 
half of their army, or, at leaſt, all their 
right wing: 


A RECAPITULATION of errors committed by 
the French. 


I. The conqueſt of Dutch Flanders. 


II. The not aſſembling of our army 
ſooner, and our not having encamped upon 
the Netthes ; our having abandoned Lier, 
and our not taking poſſeſſion of it again, 
as we might have done, till the firſt of 


May. 


III. If we had encamped upon the Net- 
thes, we could have ſent a detached body 
to lay ſiege to Maeſtricht. We could eaſily 
have ſupported that detachment till the 
20th of June. Thus we loſt more than 
ſeven weeks, during which, with a ſupe- 


riority of 50,000 men, we contrived to re- 
duce 
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duce ourſelves to the neceflity of acting 
upon the defenſive. | 


IV. Our ſuffering the enemy to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of Dieſt. | 


V. If we had kept up the communica- 
tion with the Demer, at leaſt, as far as 
Hallem, by the Corps of the Count de 
Clermont, we need not have feared, that 
the enemy would penetrated by Haſſelt; 
and we might have been able to have ſup- 
ported the Count d'Eſtrees at Lonnaken. 


VI. For the ſame reaſon we ought to 
have encamped before the 24th near Tirle- 
mont, that we might have been nearer to 
the body of the Count d'Eſtrees, than the 
army of the enemy was, who did not come 
to encamp at Ewerbade before the 24th of 
June; and we had nothing to fear for 
the baſon of the Dyle. 


VII. The Count d'Eſtrees would not 
have been obliged to fall back to Tongres 
and Borcholen, if we had ſupported Dieſt, 


and the courſe of the Demer. 
2 VIII. The 
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VIII. The two bodies of the Count d Eſ- 
trees and the Count of Clermont were left 
very much expoſed for five or ſix days, and 
were obliged to make an irregular retreat, 
which followed from the original error of 
having abandoned the communication with 
the Demer; and the motion, which the 
enemy made on the 26th, ought to have 
engaged us to reinforce the body of the 
Count de Clermont-Tonnerre. 


IX. It is ſtrange that we knew nothing 
of the enemy's march till the 29th, at half 
an hour after 10 in the morning. On the 
28th we could, with a little diligence, have 
regained the marches which our negligence 
made us loſe ; but when we received the 
intelligence it was too late, the enemy be- 
ing then at Zoonhoven ; and this error 
would have colt us the loſs of the battle of 


Lawvelt, if the enemy had attacked us on 
the iſt of July. 


X. That ſame 1ſt of July, in conſe- 
quence of the. foregoing errors, we were 
on the point of being attacked by 90, o 
men, when we had not 37,000. 

XI. 
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XI. When the Count d'Eſtrees marched 
to the height of Elderen, he was not ſup- 
ported near enough. 


XII. The propoſal, that Marſhal Saxe 
then made to the Count d'Eſtrees of at- 
tacking the enemy was not well weighed. 


XIII. In our firſt diſpoſitions we had 
not placed a ſufficient number of infantry 
on our right, where our principal effort 
ought to have been made. 


XIV. We ought not to have left 30 
pieces of cannon at Tongres. There were 
likewiſe too many upon the flat of Elde- 
ren, which would have been much better 


employed in cannonading the hedges of 
Lawvelt. 


XV. We imagined, without ſolid grounds, 
that the enemy were retiring. 


XVI. Our deſign of penetrating by 
Wlitingen was abſurd, becauſe we had 
not a ſufficient number of infantry to force 


Lawvelt and Wlitingen at the ſame time, 
having 
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having left by far too many with M. 
Lowendal. 


XVII. We ſent only 8 battalions to at- 
tack 33 of the enemy in a fortreſs ſupport- 
ed by their whole army. 


XVIII. We ought not to have trifled 
with the attack of Lawvelt, but to have 
ſent at once 40 battalions, and to have at- 
tacked at the ſame time the column that 
ſupported it, 


XIX. We did not ſend a ſufficient num- 
ber of infantry to the Count d'Eſtrees, 


XX. As ſoon as Lawvelt had been forc- 
ed, we ought to have made the march 
which we did not begin till 3 hours after, 
and ought to have cut the army of the 
enemy in two. 


XXI. Our troops neglected to beat down 
the ſmall walls of the orchards of Lawvelt, 
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A RECAPITULATION of the principal errors 
of the allies, 

I. The allies did not march ſoon enough 
to the Netthes ; they ought rather to have 
taken a camp, which would have put in 
their power to have ſpeedily ſuccoured 
 Maeſtricht, to which we were nearer than 

they were on the 26th of June. | 


II. They amuſed themſelves too long in 
the neighbourhood of Antwerp, to which 
city it was not in their power to lay ſiege. 


III. The enemies continuing to deceive 
themſelves by their chimerical project of 
the ſiege of Antwerp, did not take advan- 
tage of our idleneſs, to draw nearer to 
Maeſtricht. Inſtead of ſending M. de 
Baronai to Ewerbade on the 26th of May ; 
their whole army ought to have marched 


thither. 


IV. They remained too long in their 
camp behind the Netthes, ſuffering our 
two detached bodies to advance nearer 


Maeſtricht than thoſe of M. Baronai and 
M. Wolf- 


8 
| 
; 
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M. Wolfembuttel, and we might have 
laid ſiege to Maeſtricht if we had ſupport- 


ed the Count d'Eſtrees. 


V. Since we had ſuffered the enemy to 
come to Ewerbade without diſturbing our- 
ſelves; they might have marched on the 
25th, and inſtead of taking the camp of 
Meldert on the 26th, they ought only to 
have placed their right under the protecti- 
on of Suartzebeck and their left at Zoon- 
hoven. 


VI. The enemy committed a moſt ca- 
pital error in not penetrating between the 
Demer and the Herck, which would have 
obliged the bodies of the Count de Cler- 
mont and the Count d'Eſtrees to retire; 
and then they might have defended the 
Gheetes. This fault proceeded from their 
belief that it was ſufficient to prevent the 


ſiege of Maeſtricht to take poſſeſſion of 


the camp at Millem; but the camp of 
Millem was not ſuch that it could not be 
forced. 


VII. They believed they would have 
more time than they would need to 
— FT take 
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take poſſeſſion of that camp, which opt- 
nion made them ſtay the 3oth in the camp 
at Gheneck, and made them loſe the battle. 


VIII. They are inexcuſable for not hav- 


ing attacked us on the 1ſt of July in the 
morning. 


IX. If they had calculated the time that 
our army would require to come up, they 
might have perceived that till five of the 
evening of the iſt of July it was ſtill time 
to attack us. This they might have done 
the more eaſily, as all their army was come 
up at three o'clock. They ought then to 


have wheeled behind us on the ſide of 
Merckai. 


X. All their columns did not march a- 
breaſt of each other, which was the reaſon 
that their left loſt their way, although they 


ought to have known the country ſuffi- 
ciently. 


XI. They ought to have defended the 


village of Montenacken, and not to have 
left ſo many troops on the ſide of Bilſen. 


XII. They 
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XII. They would have done better to 
have defended their right by Eygenbilſen, 
becauſe in the poſition which they took, 
the country, which was upon their right, 
was 1mproper to engage on. 


| XIII. They, ought never to have aban- 
doned the village of Wilre. 


XIV. I believe that the Engliſh cavalry 
ought to have fallen with main force upon 
that of the count d'Eſtrees, when he paſ- 
ſed the deep hollow to join the cavalry of 
M. Segur. 


XV. They committed an error in 
leaving an interval between the Engliſh 
and Heſhan cavalry. 


NEE EET PEEP EECEREREEDY 


Military maxims, drawn from the re- 
marks upon Maeſtricht. 


By the account we have given of the 
battle of Lawvelt, and of the motions that 
preceded it, we may perceive, that it was, 
ſo to ſpeak, the effect of hazard, and a 
continuation of groſs errors on both fides, 
| H 3 neither 
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neither party knowing how to take the 
advantage of the other's miſtakes. 


In the beginning of the campaign, the 
French general removes from the object 
that he ought to have had chiefly in view, 
namely, the ſiege of Maeſtricht; and on 
the other hand amuſes himſelf with mak- 
ing a uſeleſs conqueſt, and which ought 
to have been very tedious, As it was by 


great good fortune ſhortened, he had ſtill 


time to return to the principal object ; but 
inſtead of that, he ſuffered his army to 
be idle in its cantonments. 


The enemies generals take not the leaſt 
advantage of his errors, and inſtead of 
making the fineſt campaign in the world, 
by endeavouring to march to the Ghettes, 
they ſuffer themſelves to be amuſed with 
the deſign of turning the defenſive into an 
offenſive, and with laying ſiege to Ant- 
werp. 


The ſiege of Maeſtricht being deter- 
mined on, contrary to the opinion of Mar- 
ſhal Saxe, he ſends before him two de- 
tached corps, without troubling himſelf 


much 
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much to ſupport them. The enemy gain 
ſeveral marches upon him, and have an 
opportunity of falling upon the two ad- 
vanced bodies, but they do not improve 
it ; and the ſame M. C--------d, who 
was ſo enterpriſing, and who wanted to 
beſiege a place with an inferior army in 
the preſence of a ſuperior, does not lay 
hold of the advantages that offered, and 
neglects to attack thoſe two bodies or 
force them to retire, to be beat himſelf 
three days after. 


Marſhal Saxe, who ſuffers his enemy to 
gain marches upon him, which he thinks 
he can recover by forced marches, does 
not quit his camp at Louvain, (which 
by the bye was very ill choſen) but at the 
laſt extremity. This unconcern would 
probably have coſt us the loſs of the battle 
of Lawvelt, if the enemy had attacked on 
the iſt of July, but their ſtay at the camp 
at Gheneck, made them loſe all the fruit of 
their marches. We may therefore from this 
error draw the following maxims of war. 


I. However near an army may be to 
the camp they intend to take, and however 
H4 far 
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far the enemy's army may be from hin- 
dering them, they ought to make no un- 
neceſſary delay, becauſe the enemy may 
ſuddenly draw near it by forced marches. 


II. Another maxim is, never to ſend off 
a detached body, unleſs you keep very 
near them, that you may able to ſend a 
body of troops to their aſſiſtance, more 
conſiderable than that which the enemy 
can ſend to attack them, and cut off their 
retreat; and alſo have it continually 
in your power to know the ſmalleſt mo- 
tions of tlie enemy, and always be appre- 
henſive leſt — ſteal marches. Another 
rule 1 is, 


III. When a general carries on an of- 
fenſive war, he ought to endeavour to be- 
ſiege that place which, if taken, will have 
the moſt important conſequences. All 
his proceedings, therefore, ought to tend 
to that object, and not to make uſeleſs 
conqueſts, which ſerve only to weaken the 
army, and to waſte time. 


The danger which we ran in the plain 
of Macſtricht, on the 1ſt of July, ſhews, 
IV. T hat 
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IV. That it ought never to be expected, 
that we may be able to regain by forced 
marches, thoſe which we have loſt by 
our own negligence. 


V. The error of the enemy in not paſ- 
ſing the Demer, ſhews, that an army up- 
on the defenſive, marching to a camp 
which they think themſelves ſure of gain- 
ing, ought nevertheleſs, when an oppor- 
tunity offers, to engage a body of troops 
that happens not to be ſupported, becauſe 
that action alone may change the defenſive 
into offenſive. 


VI. The fault of the enemy, in not 
attacking us on the 1ſt of July in the 
morning, ſhews, that when an army is 
on its march to ſupport a detached corps 
and that it is morally impoſlible it can. 
be arrived, one ought not haſtily to give 
credit to any circumſtances, that may make 
it ſeem likely that the army 1s arrived, 
as the enemy believed that ours was come 
up, when they ſaw the king upon the 
Flat. In ſuch caſes, they ought not to - 
delay to attack the detached corps with 


What troops are at hand, although the reſt 
ſhould 
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ſhould not be come up. It is enough 
that they are ſuperior to the detachment, 
which ought to be briſkly attacked before 
the reſt of their army have time to come up. 


VII. The fault committed by the left 
of the allies, ſhews, how eſſential it is to 
know the country, and that the columns 
march abreaſt of each other. The ſame want 
of foreſight and of conduct, which brought 
the two armies together in the plain of 
Maeſtricht, was obſervable in our conduct 
on the day of battle. We left a large 
body of troops and much artillery behind 
us uſeleſs; our deſign being to attack by 
the left and by the center, we did not for- 
tify them; we did not cauſe Remſt to be 
cannonaded, and our general, always in the 
opinion that the enemy would retire, 


makes Lawvelt be attacked by only eight 


battalions. After the battle was gained, 
we did not act a whit more prudently. 
On the other fide, the enemy neglected to 
attack us in the morning, truſting to the 
goodneſs of their poſt, which was fortified 
with good villages, but ill choſen, as their 
army could be cut in two; and they did 


not in the leaſt follow the nature of the 
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ground in their poſitions. One only of 
their generals behaved with conduct, and 
by a quick and judicious motion, ſaved 
their left. To the foregoing maxims, we 
may add the following. 


VIII. It is not enough, that the right 
and left of an army be well protected, and 
the center defended by good villages. It 
ought alſo to be conſidered, whether the 
retreat of each body can be well ſecured in 
caſe of misfortune ; and whether, if the 
enemy penetrate in the center, as happened 
at Lawvelt, he may not cut the army in 
two, 


IX. The troops ought always to be 
placed on ground where they may be uſe- 
ful, and the corps of M. d'Ann was very ill 
placed. 


X. When an army intends to engage, 
it ought not, however, under pretence of 
ſecuring its retreat, to leave behind a body 
ſo numerous, as was that of M. de St. Ger- 
main, becauſe often on that body, leſs or ' 
more, may depend the loſs or gain of the 
battle. | ; 
I XI. Moſt 
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XI. Moſt commonly, however ſtrong 
a village may be, when it is attacked by a 
vigorous infantry, it is forced, and the 
troops that are behind believe themſelves 
loſt, which is a great advantage to an army 
that attacks. 


XII. When we propoſe to attack the 
enemy's army at any point, we ought to 
fortify that part of our line which is oppo- 
ſite to it. 


XIII. We ought never to imagine, that 
in an open country, however near an ene- 
my's army may be to a fortified place, it will 
think of retiring, when nothing ſeparates 
it from the other army. 


XIV. When one wants to penetrate by 
any point, and to attack a village, he 
ought to ſend at firſt a ſufficient number 
of troops to carry it at once, and at the 
ſame time attack the troops that reinforce 
the ſaid village, that do greater miſchief 
than the troops who are incloſed in it: 
and before the attack, the hedges of the 
village ought | to be beat down by cannon, 
eſpecially if it is an incloſed village, which 

18 
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is the caſe with almoſt all thoſe in the ter- 
ritory of Liege. 


XV. It is always better to attack than to 
be attacked; but when one is on the de- 
fenſive, all the poſts by which any oppoſi- 
tion can be made, ought to be ſeized, by 
which the enemy's forces will be divided; 
and ſuch was Montenaken for the enemy. 


XVI. It is of importance to know the 
moment when a battle is loſt, and then to 
act without delay to facilitate the retreat, 


as was done by M. Ligonier, in the moſt 
prudent manner. 


XVII. When an army is broke in the cen- 
ter, it is almoſt always beat. It is then that 
the greateſt efforts ought to be made to aug- 
ment the diſorder. If both wings are not 
defeated, that which is not broke ought to 
be attacked with vigour, and its retreat 
cut off. When an opportunity ſo favour- 
able as that of Lawvelt offers, the vigour 
ought to be doubled, and the ſmalleſt time 
loſt is very precious. 


XVIII. 
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XVIII. When an enemy wants to retreat, 
it is always cuſtomary with them to cover 
it with a body of irregulars, who, on the 
contrary, ſeem to have an intention of at- 
tacking. I approve of this method: 


XIX. In battles, certain quick well-con- 
certed motions, are of the utmoſt impor- 
tance, as to them 1s often owing the gain- 
ing of a whole attack. Of this kind was 
the motion practiſed by M. Ligonier, 
when he ordered the flank of our cavalry 
to be attacked. 


XX. The principal object of a whole 
body of cavalry, which marches againſt 
another body, is to make their utmoſt ef- 
forts to take them in flank. Which ſoever 
has the happineſs to effect that motion, is 
certain of beating the other. It is conſe- 
quently the ſame with ſquadron and ſqua- 
dron, which ſhews the advantage of ſmall 
advanced guards. - 


XXI. A general officer ought always to 
have reſolution enough to make repreſen- 
tations to the commander in chief, and to 

refuſe 
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refuſe to attack, when he is morally certain 
he ſhall be beat. 


XXII. When an army is covered by 
a height or curtain, the ſmalleſt body 
of troops appear formidable, as the fix 
columns of the Duke of Broglio OT 
to the enemy. 


XXIII. When troops march to attack 
a village, the precaution ought always 
to be taken, to recommend ſeparately 
to the commanders of each carps, to 
cauſe the breaches by which the troops 
enter to be enlarged, that thoſe which 
follow may enter in order of battle, or 
they themſelves, if they are repulſed, may 
retire in that manner, 


A JOURNAL of the Works at the Trenches, 
during the Siege of BERGEN-OP=-ZOOM. 


July roth. The French inveſted San- 
dulict, and in the afternoon came and en- 
camped from Oſſendreck to the ſea. 


The ſame day the baggage of our little 


army entered within the line, 
11th, Co- 
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1 Ith. Colonel Kiuſchot, who command- 


ed at Sandulict, arrived with 100 men, 
and brought the news that he had retired 
from Sandulict at night between 16 and 
11, and had cauſed the ſix pieces of can- 
non to be nailed up. 


The ſame day the little army came and 
encamped within the line, and the prince 
of Saxe Hilburghauſen took up his head 


quarters at Altre. 


12th. The French huſſars attacked our 
great guard of horſe, which was obliged 
to retire to the Barrierre. One horſeman 
was killed and another wounded. This 
happened at ſix in the morning, and an 
hour after a body of French foot and horſe 
advanced, and their main army encamped 
under tents within half a league of the 
city. Our artillery began to play at eight 
o'clock. The great guard was placed near 


the gibbet, without the gate of Bois- le- Duc. 


His highneſs immediately informed the 
prince of Saxe Hilburghauſen of this. The 
picquets were placed in the paliſades to the 


number of 800 men, and the regiments on 


2 the 
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the parade. Theſe regiments went after- 
wards to their quarters, and the regiment 
of la Lippe was ordered to encamp near 
Kikendepot. 


The enemy this evening extended them- 
ſelves from the ſea to the right of Fort- 
Nairmont. 


13th. The enemy were perceived mak- 
ing faſcines on the fide of the cauſeway of 
Wours and tranſported them towards the 
ſea. The regiments of Leuve and Bur- 
mania entered the town this evening, and 
likewiſe the regiment of Brocade, with 46 
cannonters and 4 bombardiers. 


The regiment of Leuve was ſent to the 
camp, and that of Burmama remained. 


14th. Nothing extraordinary happened: 
The enemy tranſported a great number of 
faſcines, and formed a great magazine of 
them upon the cauſey of Wours on the 


right. 


The regiments of Orange and Thiery 


entered the place, and the regiment of 
1 Everem 
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Everem entered and then marched to the 


About ſeven in the evening General Crom- 
ſtrome arrived to take the command in 
chief. His highneſs being informed by a 
deſerter that the enemy were to open the 
trenches that evening, gave notice to Co- 
lonel Saliſck who commanded in the co- 
vertway, to be attentive and upon his guard, 
and likewiſe to all the other poſts. At ten 
at night two French huſſars came and fired 
their carabins at the barrier of the Gate 
de Veau. At midnight the enemy were 
perceived to begin to open the trenches, 
before the right face of the Lunette Vrieſ- 
land at the foot of the glacis, their right 
ſupported by the ſmall inundation, which 
was before the left flank of the ſaid Lu- 
nette, drawing their trench behind the 
Flagelſtang and behind the gibbet, to the 
front of tlie Borflie. 


15th. In the morning bis biehnef ſent 
ſome volunteers into the trenches before 
the Lunette of Vrieſland, from whence 
they brought 100 ſhovels and pickaxes: 
His Highneſs alſo ſent two volunteers of 
the 


5! 
the regiment of Chap, to obſerve what 
the enemy were doing before Kiken- 
depot, who reported that they ſaw them 
working at two batteries, one of cannons 
and the other of mortars, which they built 
at the left of Borflie. A deſerter Who had 
ſerved in the regiment of Naſſau, related, 
that the enemy were erecting a battery of 
cannon upon the height behind the gibbet, 
and another to the right of that near the 
road to Wours, within 3oo paces of the 
houſe of Captaut; and alſo another on the 
ſide of the Borflie, towards the ſea. He 
added, that this night they would open a 
line beginning at Princier, and to be car- 
ried on to the houſe of Captaut. This 
afternoon the ſick in the hoſpital that could 
be tranſported were ſent to Alter. The 
ſergeant, who is centinel at the tower, re- 
lates, that at ſix in the evening he obſerves 
ſome battalions marching towards the 
trenches with their colours flying; and 
this moment a deſerter relates, that three 
battalions are to enter the trenches this 
evening, being already under arms. 


An iron cannon burſted in the Redout 


Camu, and wounded a cannoneer, a cadet 
12 of 


e 
of the regiment of Dentz, and a Scotch 
ſoldier. There was likewiſe a ſoldier of 
the regiment of Dentz wounded, by going 
beyond the paliſades as a volunteer. 


From the 15th to the 16th. This night 
the enemy having advanced too far upon 


the glacis with their trenches before the 
Maid Baſtion, and the ditch being ſcoured 


by our works, they abandoned it, and ex, 


tended the parallel ſome fathoms behind 
the ſaid abandoned line, and formed a kind 
of crochet or ſmall place of arms, behind 
which they were perceived to beat work on a 
battery. They likewiſe drew a ſecond pa- 
rallel and formed zigzags for a communi- 
cation between the two. His highneſs on 
the 15th, at two o'clock, was called to go to 
M. Plaxen, who was with M. Cromſtrome 
at the head quarters of the prince of Saxe 
Hilburghauſen at Aller, to aſliſt at a coun- 
cil of war with the other officers of the 
army. 


16th. The enemy labour with great 
diligence to compleat the works which 


they had begun the night before, 


From 
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From the 16th to the 17th. This night 
the garriſon made a ſally oppoſite to the 
Lunette Utreck. It was about half an 
hour after one in the morning that the 


troops ſallied out, to the number of 400 


men, with 42 pioneers. This ſally was 
deſigned to have been made on the night of 
the 15th, and orders had been given for 
that purpoſe to 400 ſoldiers and 50 pio- 
neers ; but ſome inconveniencies occuring, 
it was judged proper to delay it to ano- 
ther day. General Cromſtrome, however, 
deſiring the fally to be made, he choſe 
from his body encamped in the line a Lieu- 
tenant Colonel, 2 Captains with their of- 
ficers and ſubalterns, and 200 grenadiers, 
to whom his highneſs joined a colonel, 
a major, 200 men, and 92 pioneers. In 
the day time he ſhewed the Colonel and 
Major the places by which they were to 
ſally and retreat, and ſhewed them alſo 
the part of the trenches which they ſhould 
attack, informing them likewiſe of the 
diſpoſition, which was ſuch that at mid- 
night they ſhould go out of the city in the 
greateſt ſilence and enter into the Covert 
Way ; that upon their arrival at the right 
fally-port of the place of arms before the 

13 Lunette 
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Lunette of Utreck they ſhould ſally out 
by the Barrier, and proceeding to the 
ſalient angle to the right of that of the 
ſaid place of arms, they ſhould march from 
thence in order of battle to the top of the 
trenches, having for their vanguard a 
ſerjeant and 12 grenadiers, each with 2 
grenades, and the grenadiers having 
thrown their grenades, the troops were 
then to fire by platoons upon thoſe who 
were in the trenches; that the pioneers 
ſhould follow them and fill up the trenches 
as the troops advanced ; that a platoon of 
25 men ſhould follow the pioneers to cover 
them and guard the rear, the whole to be 
performed with the utmoſt diligence, and 
the retreat to be made in good order ; 
that firing by platoons in their retreat they 
ſhould re- enter the covert way by the bar- 
rier of the left face of the place of arms 
before the ſaid Lunette of Utreck. When 
the ſally had got beyond the paliſades, we 
perceived a ſignal which the enemy gave 
by lighting a bundle of ſtraw, which they 
held up very high on the left towards 
Princier, which made us believe we were 
betrayed, and we ſoon perceived it more 
plainly, when we ſaw a number of troops 
running 


[ 119 ] 
running along the ditches abandoned on the 
left, and who fell upon our men ſhouting 
Kill, kill, and fired with great violence. 
The ſame motion was alſo made on the 
right in the trenches, which diſconcerted 
our troops, and the grenadiers falling back 
upon the foot the whole body retreated in 


great diſorder, and the French purſuing 


them to the very top of the Glacis. In 
this affair we had 1 captain, 1 ſubaltern, 
and 18 ſoldiers killed and wounded. 


From the 16th to the 17th. The ſame 
night their work conſiſted of only one 
zigzag to join the parallel extending from 
the line behind. 


17th, We learned from the deſerters, 
that the Count of Lowendal had received 
a reinforcement from the great army, 
which conſiſted of two regiments of ca- 
valry, and 11 battalions which had con- 
ducted the artillery from Antwerp to his 
camp. 


From the 17th to the 18th. This night 
the enemies works are in a great meaſure 
compleated. Their batteries begin to ap- 
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pear plainly. That on the ſummit of the 
height before the maid baſtion has already 
ſix embraſures uncovered, 'They extend 
that battery conſiderably, their trenches 
paſſing through the corn are continued to 
the rounding of the foot of the glacis be- 
fore the Ravelin Waſſenar. They con- 
tinue to puſh their parallel before Kiken- 
depot, 


1875. The enemy have wrought without 
intermiſſion to compleat their works, as 
well as their batteries. The ſame day 
Colonel Kinſkot went with his detachment 
to the lle of Goss. 


From the 18th to the 19th, This night 
the enemy erected a battery oppoſite to the 
barrier of the gate of Bois le Duc. They 
were employed the whole night in planting 
their cannon upon the batteries. 


197%. The director of the king arrived, 
and the garriſon was reinforced by the regi- 
ment of Leuve, and a new diſpoſition was 
formed, the covered way being reinforced 
with 100 men, and 100 men were left as 
a reſerve at the Lunette Goeninguen, and 

another 
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another 100 at the Lunette Guelderland, 
and a regiment before the baſtion of O- 
range and the baſtion Watermoole, to 
act as piquets during the night. A quar- 
ter-maſter and 12 horſe were placed on 
the Glacis near Waterſchans, with orders 
to patrol during the night along the ſea to 
the fort of Schlik. It was thought pro- 
per likewiſe to make the regiment of Bur- 
mania, which had come hither by chance 
to encamp in the covert-way before Bevat, 
to be at hand to ſupport the fort on the 
water on one ſide, or march on the other 
ſide by the covered-way towards Kiken- 
depot, and the fort of Schlik in caſe of an 
attack on that ſide, 


The ſame day Stuart's Scotch regiment 
embarked for Williamhazd, and the ſame 
day an officer of the regiment of Orange, 
named Steulk, was found drunk at his 
poſt at the paliſades, on which Lieutenant- 
Colonel Falizeau, who commanded there, 
ſent him to the grand-guard. The enemy 
continued the whole day to cover their 
batteries with gabions and faſchines, and 
alſotoform redouts of the two wings of their 
firſt parallel. We had a ſoldier of Holberg 
killed by our own cannon at the paliſades. 

From 
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From the 19th to the 20th. This night 
the enemy continue to plant their cannon 
and compleat their batteries, 


20th. In the morning at 3 o'clock the 
enemy began to play their artillery, which 
conſiſted of about 60 pieces of cannon and 
16 mortars, and fired with red hot bullets 
on the great church, which they ſet on 
fire : the city ſuffered much by the bombs, 
and ſeveral houſes were burnt. The ſoldi- 
ers began to pillage, and three being taken 
in the fact, were ordered to draw lots 
which of them ſhould be ſhot, The lot 
fell upon a ſoldier of Stoleberg, and the 
execution followed inſtantly. The battery 
upon the Maid Baſtion was diſmounted, 
but was replaced the ſame day. 


The ſame day Colonel May, with 4 
companies of grenadiers, making 230 
men being ſent the day before from the 
army, was conducted to the Covered-way 
from the Fort Schlick to the barrier of 
Bois le Duc. The ſame day M. Lely was 
appointed to ſerve as the youngeſt Major- 
general. 'The ſame evening a bombardier, 

eight 
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eight cannoniers, and a ſurgeon arrived 
from Vertolene. 


From the 20th to the 21}, This night the 
enemy continued to fire their cannons and 
mortars without intermiſſion. 


21/7, In the morning the enemy were 
ſeen working upon the glacis, between 
the Lunette of Utreck and Overyſle}, whi- 
ther they tranſported a great quantity of 
gabions and faſcines. Four batteries, 
and three kettles make a continual fire 
upon the maid baſtion. All the embra- 
ſures of the Lunettes of Utreck were ruin- 
ed. The enemy build before the ſaid Lu- 
nette, -namely before the number 6, and 
the number 10, two great batteries quite 
cloſe to the glacis. The little powder 
magazine in the maid baſtion blew up 
without doing any damage. To-day ar- 
rived a captain of artillery, 22 Engliſh 
cannoniers. The ſame day likewiſe ar- 
rived a Dutch-officer of artillery, with 16 
cannoneers and engineers, who had come 
from Tergoes. 


From the 2 1ſt to the 22d. The enemy 
this night cruelly bombarded the city. 


22d. 
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22d. Four brigades of the enemies 
foot, and 2 regiments of dragoons, march- 
ed on the ſide of Wours, with 12 pieces 
of cannon, and appeared in a body near the 
Fort Rouvers. The cannoniers of the Fort 
Schlik, blew up two magazines, which 
the enemy had before Kikendepot upon 
the height, and a third in their trenches 
before the Lunette Werland, 


The ſame day the engineer Dumoulin 
came hither from the army, and at the 
ſame time Colonel Rouſſe came from the 
Hague. The ſame day likewiſe we re- 
ceived from Dort, 71 oxen and 83 ſheep, 


From the 22d to tha zd. We continued 
the whole night to make an inceſſant fire of 
muſketry, and alſo from our mortars, 


23d. In the morning, a battery of 18 
pieces of cannon was perceived before 
Kikendepot, which did not begin to play, 
One of our iron- guns burſt and wounded 
four men : another piece was diſmounted, 
The ſaid battery began to play about two 
in the afternoon. 


The 
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The Engliſh cannoniers and the Dutch 
engineers, came and declared, that they 
would not ſerve any longer, if they did 
not give them money and drink ; upon 
which his highneſs, to ſatisfy them, gave 
them ſix Sethaves, when they immediately 
returned to their batteries. 


We had likewiſe the happineſs to ſet fire 
to a magazine of the enemy, before the 
baſtion William. The ſame day Colonel 
Rouſſe ſet out in his return to the Hague, 
and the ſame day Captain Staverinus ar- 
rived, to offer his ſervice in conducting 
the batteries. 


From the 23d to the 24th. This night 
the enemy entirely ruined the batteries of 
the forts Kikendepot and Camu. There 


are great diſputes among the Dutch can- 


noneers about their batteries : they have 
none to command them, which occaſions 
a dreadful confuſion. 


24th. A lieutenant is arrived from 
Enhgyers, with 20 cannoneers that are 
ſailors, and the heutenant 1s to return, 
The fame day General Cromſtrome, ſent 
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for his highneſs about midday, to his 
lodgings, where were the major-generals 
and the director. General Cromſtrome pro- 
poſes to make a ſally at two in the morn- 
ing, with 200 grenadiers, to be brought 
from Kikendepot, or to ſpeak more pro- 

rly from the Covered-way before the ſaid 
fort. This ſally was to have been made before 
the Maid. baſtion, His highneſs oppoſed 
it, and proteſted againſt it. General 
Cromſtrome, nevertheleſs, perſiſted in his 
opinion in ſpite of all the reaſons alledged 
by his highneſs; but a French deſerter and 
drummer of the regiment of Lowendahl, 
entering the city, informed us, that all 
the grenadiers of the army mounted the 
trenches that evening, and that an order 
was given, to give an aſſault to the pali- 
ſades. This obliged us to put the greateſt 
part of the garriſon under arms, in the 
Lunettes advanced to be ready to de- 
fend the Covered-way, in caſe the enemy 
{ſhould attempt an aſſault. This precau- 
tion, warded the blow which threatned 
us, and produced two advantages, that of 
our being upon our guard, and the other 
in not being obliged to make the ſally. 


There 
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There was a great confuſion occaſioned 
about the keys, the inſpector having given 
ſome of them to Captain Vericher, who 
could not find them, 


The commiſſary furniſhed to the troops 


in the Covered-way arms of the calibre 


16 and 14, although his highneſs had 
ſtrictly charged him to give out arms of 
only one calibre, to avoid all confuſion. 
On this his highneſs ordered that all the 
arms of the magazine ſhould be collected 
to ſort them according to their calibre, 
and to pick out thoſe of 16, to ſend them 
to the prince of Saxe Hilburghauſen, for 
the defence of the Fort Rouvers, 


The French received a reinforcement 
of two brigades, and among the reſt that 
of Normandy. The diſtemper has ſeized 
the black cattle ſent from Holland, and 
many of them die of it. 


2 5h. This morning the enemy's bat- 
teries have entirely ſilenced ours. Our 
cannon is almoſt wholly diſmounted, which 
allows the enemy to carry on their works 
without the leaſt diſturbance, The ſame 
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day the prince of Saxe Hilburghauſen de- 
manded muſkets of his highneſs. The 
ſame day his highneſs demanded of General 
Cromſtrome 300 men, to place in the Co- 
vered-way, not having men enough of the 
garriſon to line it; but theſe 300 men not 
arriving, the diſpoſition was put off to 
the 26th, when the zoo men arrived, and 
were placed according to the diſpoſition of 


the preceeding day. 


From the 2.5th to the 26th, This night the 
firing was very violent on both ſides. The 
enemy came out in platoons from their pa- 
rallel next the paliſade before Kikendepot, 
and alſo oppoſite to the Lunettes of Utreck 
and Zealand; but the violence of our fire 
obliged them to fall back, and retire with- 


in their trenches. 


26th. A ſoldier of the regiment of Mal- 
laert was found flain by the burſting of a 
bomb. The engineer Houte diſlocated his 
leg, by a fall from his horſe ; according 
to the account of the deſerters, another 
reinforcement muſt have arrived at the 
army of the Count de Lowendhal. There 
is always a great confuſion at our bat- 


teries, by the cannoneers of Enhgyers ; and 
in 
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in general our artillery does very little 
damage to the enemy. His highneſs de- 
manded grenades from the commiſſaries, 
who anſwered that there were none filled, 
although orders had been given to have 
them always ready. 


From the 26th to the 27th. This night 
our magazine at the Cohorn Baſtion was 
blown up, by which 4 men were killed. 


27th. This morning the enemy opened 


a battery of eight twenty-four pounders, be- 


fore the Fort Rover, which immediately 
began to batter the ſaid fort. At the ſame 
hour, another battery of 4 pieces, began 
to play upon the Fort Pinge. At 5 in 
the morning, we had the misfortune to 
loſe Lieutenant-Colonel Count de Granſ- 
field, who was flain at the paliſades, be- 
fore the Lunette of Utreck, by our own 
cannon of the Maid Baſtion, where our 
ſea gunners were poſted. A Captain, 
named Baphens, a Lieutenant of the re- 
giment of Orange, were wounded at the 
ſame time, with an officer and ſoldier. 
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In the afternoon, the body of Count de 
Gronsfield, was carried to the line, to be 
interred before the colours of his regiment. 
The prince of Saxe Hilburghauſen, came 
to the cicy to General Cronſtrome, where 
his highneſs was at a conference in the 
afternoon. Inſtead of 700 men, who 
were to have come from the line, to aſſiſt 
us in guarding the covered-way, there 
came only 609, which obliged his high- 
neſs to take 50 men of the reſerve of the 
gate of Wours, to make up the deficiency 
of thoſe who were to be placed at the Lu- 
nette of Groeninguen. The firing was not 
violent on either fide to-day. The enemy 
have greatly advanced their works between 
Camu and Raſandrie, where they built a 
battery. A ſerjeant of Lindman's regi- 
ment endeavouring to faſten the flint of a 
muſket upon the parade, the piece un- 
luckily wenr off, and ſhot a ſoldier of the 
ſame regiment through the head, 


From the 27th to the 28th, This night 
the fire of our mulſketry was inceſſant; 
two French priſoners confeſſed, that they 
loſt this night a great number of men, 


and among others of their regiment, Mont- 
boillier ; 


Volt 


boiffier ; that they had 22 wounded, and 
6 killed: The engineer Mallet was killed, 


28th. The bombardier, Berger, of the 
company of Lichwick, ſet on fire the ene- 


my's magazine, and likewiſe the battery of - 


11 pieces of cannon. Eight cannoniers 
and fuſiliers, arrived from Deventer. Three 
officers ſeized 2 men of the regiment of 
Lewe, who were pillaging. One was 
ſeized, and condemned by a councit of 
war, to be ſhot. The other endea- 
vouring to ſave himſelf, the patrol fired 
upon him, and he fell dead on the 
ſpot. The council of war decided, that 
thoſe who had fired upon him, and 
killed him, had acted right. 


The engineer du Haun arrived. Four 
pieces of braſs cannon were carried to the 
line. 


From the 28th to the 29th. Nothing ex- 
traordinary happened this night. The 
arms were not in a very good condition, 
which prevented the firing from being fo 


briſk as it ought. The enemy opened the 


trenches, before the Fort Rover. 


K 2 29th, 
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29th. It is impoſſible for the gunners 
of the Lunettes of Utreck and Zeeland, 
to act any longer with their cannon, be- 
cauſe they no ſooner preſent themſelves at 
the embraſures, than they are killed by the 
enemy's mulketry ; as was the caſe this 
morning about four. It was therefore 
ordered, that at theſe two Lunettes they 
ſhould uſe only the mortars of Coehorn. 
The enemy labour hard at two Cavaliers de 
tranchees or forced mounts, before Dedem 
and Zeeland. The enemy's battery be- 
fore Kikendepot, was ſet on fire by ſome 


of our bombs, about two in the afternoon, 
ſo that it did not play. 


From the 29th to the zotb. This night a 
ſally was made, by three companies of 
grenadiers at Fort Rover. The begin- 
ning of it was ſucceſsful enough, the pio- 
neers having filled up a part of the French 
trenches; but having advanced a little too 
far, the enemy made a general diſcharge 
upon them, and our grenadiers retreated 
with precipitation. Upon their arrival at 
the top of the Glacis they rallied, the ge- 
neral ordering them to enter, but their 
officers begging for leave to return to the 


charge, 
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charge ;, the enemy in the mean time ad- 
vanced, and giving another general diſ- 
charge, we loſt a great number of grena- 
diers, and the reſt entered with precipi- 
tation. The ſame night the enemy began 
to work at a cavalier de tranchees or forced 
mount, before the Maid Baſtion upon the 
ſalient angle, within about thirty paces of 
the paliſade. They advanced the ſap 
about two fathom before the Lunette of 
Utreck. The enemy alſo puſhed their 
ſapping before the Lunette of Zealand, 
within ſeventeen feet of the paliſade, form- 
ing at the head a kind of tourbe ſup- 
ported on each ſide by ſand bags raiſed 
high enough to command the covered- 
way. Before Dedem the enemy had 
puſhed a double ſap with a travers, 
the head of it diſtant about twenty-five 
paces from the paliſades before the Coe- 
horn-baſtion, and continue alſo a double 
direct ſap, in which we remark at preſent 
two traverſes. The head of the ſap on 
this ſide, is actually no more than twelve 
paces from the paliſade. 
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goth, Nothing extraordinary happened, 


the fire not having been violent on either 
ſide. 


From the 3oth to the 31/1. This night the 
enemy have puſhed a ſap directly within 
twelve feet of the paliſades before the Coe- 
horn-baſtion ; they have alſo begun to 
advance a ſap in Zigzag towards the Maid- 
baſtion. The mounts that they began 
between the 29th and the zoth, are heigh- 
tened and compleated. - A magazine of 
the enemy blew up behind their battery, 
between Fort Dunſen and Fort Rover, 
which greatly endamaged that battery. 


31/7. There were wanting tampions for 
the haubitzers placed before Kikendepot, on 
which account the French remained un- 
diſturbed in their trenches. By one of our 
bombs we ſet fire to a battery of the ene- 
my before Coehorn. There were want- 
ing this night ſeventy men of the picquet 
of the army, which occaſioned no ſmall 
confuſion, The ſame day an officer ar- 
rived here from the Duke, and viewed the 
enemy's works, 


From 
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From the 3 1½, to the 1} of Auguſt, This 
night the enemy extended the parallel to 
the left, paſſing before the left face of the 
Lunette of Holland, to the cauſey of the 
barrier of the wooden- gate. They puſh- 
ed their ſap before the capital of Cohorn, 
Zeeland, Dedem and Utreck ; but before 
the Maid-baſtion they did nothing. On 
the ſide of Kikendepot, they have com- 
pleated their works. The ſtables of the 

government have taken fire. 


The month of Auguſt. 


The 1/4 of Auguff. An officer of artillery 


arrived, with twenty-five cannoneers from 
Zeeland. Six ſoldiers of the regiment of 
Lippe deſerted from the Water-fort. 


From the Iſt to the 2d. This night the 
enemy applied themſelves to compleat their 
works, principally the head of their ſap. 
They were plainly employed in advancing 
their countermines, of Which however we 
could not diſcover the exact fituation, our 
miners not having perceived them but be- 
fore the fort of the Lunette Raſand. The 
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enemy have done nothing but compleat 
their works, 


2d. At the Lunette Guelderland, where 
Major Snouhart commanded the reſerve, 
two ſoldiers of the regiment of Stoleberg, 
amuled themſelves with wanting to take 
out the powder out of an enemy's bomb 
which had not burſt. The major advanc- 
ing with Captain Stuart, to order the ſol- 
diers to keep off, the bomb burſt, hurt 
the major, wounded the captain mortally, 
and killed the two ſoldiers, who had been 
the occaſion of the misfortune : a ſerjeant 
of Lewe's regiment likewiſe had his leg 
broke. 


From the 2dio the 3d. This night a bomb 
fell into one of our fougades or ſmall 
mines of the Gorge, which almoſt deſtroy- 
ed it. We threw no leſs than eight thou- 
ſand grenades during the night, ſo that the 
enemy advanced but very little in their 


ſap. 


zd. The enemy compleated their works. 
A deſerter related, that he had wrought 
at the mines, and that the ſaid mines were 


got 
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got a good way beyond the paliſades ; as 
a proof of which he was wounded in the 
head at working them, when he paſſed 
under the ſaid palifades. The ingeneer- 
major, an Auſtrian, arrived here to aſſiſt 
in the defence, and 1s to be followed by 
thirteen other Auſtrian ingeneers. During 
the whole day thoſe at the batteries made a 
demand of bombs and grenades for the hau- 
bitzers, but none were to be found in the 
arſenals. His highneſs wrote to the de- 
puties, requiring them to fend inſtantly 
the neceſſary ammunition, which had been 
already demanded on the 29th of July ; 
and his highneſs wrote to General Crom- 
ſtrome, deſiring him to write to the ſaid 
deputies to ſupport his demand, which be- 
ing done, his highneſs ſent one of his aid 
de camps to the deputies, to preſs the 
ſupplies with more earneſtneſs. It was 
required, that in caſe the ammunition was 
not arrived at Dort, that an expreſs ſhould 
be ſent to Heintberguen, to bring from 
thence the ammunition that could be had. 
This was executed, and about half an 
hour after 11 at night, twenty-five carts 
loaded with ammunition came hither from 
Heintberguen, as a ſupply till what was re- 

quired 
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required from Dort ſhould come, which 
was expected next morning. 


From the 3d to the 4th. This night at 
eleven o'clock, four volunteers and forty 
grenadiers were ſent to Kikendepot, to ſup- 
port the troops who were to attempt to 
nail up the cannon of the enemies battery 
which is upon the height. They have 
executed their deſign, and have nailed up 
four twenty-four pounders. We loſt only 
two men who deſerted. The fire of the 
muſketry was this night very briſk. 


4h. The boat from Dort with the ammu- 
nition, of which we have ſo much need, 
is not arrived, as we were made to expect. 
The battery which was nailed up the fore- 
going night, has been remounted with 
two twelve pounders, with which the ene- 
my began to fire about nine in the morn- 
ing. We have been obliged for ſome days 
to recommend to the ſuperior officers, to 
be as ſparing of the grenades as poſſible, 
becauſe there 1s but a very ſmall number 


of thein remaining. 


From 


39 

From the 4th to the 5th. This night the 
enemy have made a lodgment-on the left 
of the ſap before the Maid Baſtion, in 

the hollow mine, which three days before 
they blew up, within twenty-five paces of 
the paliſades. Before Utreck, they ad- 
vanced a double ſap upon the ſaliant angle, 
Amoſt within fifteen paces of the paliſades. 
They continued their ſap before Dedem, 
tho' but very leiſurely, upon the left face. Be- 
fore Zealand, on the left face, they ſprung a 
mine, which ſunk the branch which we 
had on that fide; and during the night, 
they puſhed a trench from the head 
of the ſap, to the center of the ſaid mine, 
on the ſide of Kikendepot. They doubt- 
leſs labour hard to cover themſelves on the 
flanks, againſt any fallies that we may 
chance to make on that fide. 


5th. The ammunition expected from Dort 
is not yet arrived, which cauſes us to make 
little or no fire. We are entirely deſtitute 
of bombs and grenades. This morning 
arrived five Auſtrian engineers, ſix officers 
of artillery, two volunteers, three bomba- 
diers, and thirty cannoneers, a lieutenant 


of 
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of miners, three Eg als, | and twenty 
miners. 


From the «th to the 6th. This night the 
enemy threw a great many bombs into the 
city. About a quarter after ten they 
ſprung two mines; one before the Maid 
Baſtion ; and the other, before that cr 
Zealand, without the paliſades, and then 
gave an aſſault with much fury. The 
principal attack was at Zealand and Utreck. 
His highneſs cauſed the piquets of reſerve 
to march, and alſo the regiment of Lippe, 
which was alſo in reſerve. The regiments 
of Stoleberg, Malloert, and Lindſman, 
which were in the galleries, were alſo or- 
dered to march to their aſſiſtance. Our 
fire then became very violent, which how 
ever did not hinder the enemy from mak- 
ing a lodgment at the paliſades before 
Cochorn, Dedem, Zeland and Utreck. 
At midnight we ſprung a mine before 
Utreck, which had a good effect, blowing 
up three companies of French grenadiers. 
The captain-Lieutenant of miners, ſprung 
another before Utreck, towards the morn- 
ing, without orders, which therefore had 
no good effect. At ten o'clock, the regi- 

4 ments 
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ments of Lippe, Stolebert, Malloert, and 
Lindſman, were ordered to retreat, and 
the two hundred men of the piquet of re- 
ſerve, were left at the Lunettes. The 
French deſerters ſay, that their loſs this 
night, amounted to 1200 men, and we 
made a Lieutenant of the regiment of 
Lowendal, and three ſoldiers Priſoners. 


6th. Nothing extraordinary happened. 
There was. a great council of war at the 
quarters of the general in chief, at which 
the deputies aſſiſted. Three Engliſh engi- 
neers arrived, to aſſiſt in the defence of 
the place. The ammunition which was 


demanded on the 29th of July, at length 
arrived to day. 


From the 6th to the 7th, This night the 
enemy extended their lodgment upon the 
top of the glacis: and upon the right of 
the ſaliant angle of Dedem, they puſhed a 
double ſap croſs the covered way, which 
extended to the countericarp, and even to 
the Cohorn baſtion, with this difference, 
that at this place there are two trenches of 
a double ſap, croſſed by a third, facing the 


flanked 
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flanked angle of the baſtion, ſo that it 
made a perfect ſquare. 


7th. About half an hour after fix in the 
evening, an attack was made at the ſaliant 
angle of the Cohorn baſtion, to deſtroy 
the lodgment which the enemy had made 
there the preceding night. For this pur- 
poſe there were fifty pioneers ordered, ſup- 
ported by a detachment of one hundred 
men, who {allied from the barrier behind 
the left face of the Lunette of Holland. 
The detachment took poſt in the covered 
way of the ſalient angle, making a great 
fire upon the head of the ſap, while the 
pioneers tumbled the gabions into the dry 
ditch, and filled up the lodgment. Our 
fire being ſupported by the two faces of 
the lunettes of Holland and Zealand, was 
very ſharp, and hindered the enemy from 
appearing on their approaches, being able 
to fire only from the travers at the head of 
the ſap at the palliſade, which gave an op- 
portunity compleatly to deſtroy the lodg- 
ment they had made in the covered way, 
and retarded their works twenty-four hours. 
Before this attack we ſprung two mines, 


the 
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the one before Cohorn, and the other be- 
fore Utreck. 


From the 7th to the 8th. This night the 
enemy repaired their damaged works, con- 
ſiderably advanced them, and made a new 
lodgment in the covered way. 


87h. At fix in the evening we ſprung a 
mine before Utreck with ſucceſs. A few 
hours after, an officer and twenty-five men 
belonging to the artillery, arrived from 
general Schwerzaburg's corps. 


From the 8th to the gib. This night the 
enemy placed ſome gabions oppoſite to the 
flanks of the ravelin of Dedem, parallel 
with the flanks of the lunettes. To render 
all their works more compleat, particular- 
ly at the rentrant angle before Dedem, 
they heightened their cavalier, or forced 
mount, at that place: 


97h. Lieut. col. Spalſard arrived with two 
engineers, and likewiſe a captain, 2 officers 
of dragoons of Multa, and one hundred foot, 
We had the misfortune to have a magazine 
blow up at the Maiden battery, which ſetting 


fire to the bombs that were charged at that 
I place, 
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place, we loſt by that accident, a bombar- 
dier, two gunners, - three pioneers, and 
five ſoldiers. The fire ſpread under the 
lunette of Frizeland to the grenades, 
which were placed there, without cauſing 
any misfortune, 


From the gth to the 10th, Gen, Cronſtrome 
went out of the town this morning at three 
o'clock, accompanied by the major-gene- 
rals Lewe and Thierry, and followed ſoon 
after by the regiment of Lewe. About fix 
o'clock the French beat the generale, and 
then to arms, without our perceiving 
that they did any thing elſe. His high- 
neſs returned to the city at three in the 
afternoon, and the regiment of Lewe alſo 
returned : we received two battalions from 
the line, without which, our garriſon, 
which we can muſter to 1700 men, 
would have been obliged to have done 
duty for the fifth night. The enemy 
ſprung two mines on the glacis, between 
Utreck and Friſe, which turned out more 
to their own diſadvantage than ours, 


From the 10th to the 11th. This night 
the enemy puſhed their lodgment before 
| the 
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the ravelin of Dedem, along the ditch to- 
wards the right face, till very near it, for 
about two-thirds of the ſaid face. They 
have raiſed their fap very much at the pa- 
liſades, which makes us believe, that they 
have a defign to form a battery there. 


11:h. An Engliſh captain is arrived with 
three officers and eighty-two men, partly 
bombardiers, and gunners, pioneers, and 
carpenters. 


Between ſix and ſeven in the even- 
ing, the enemy ſprung a mine at the 
top of the glacis, before the ſalient angle 
of the maiden baſtion, with the deſign of 
opening to themſelves a ſure road for a 
lodgment in the covered way. About 
thirty palliſades that were buried by the 
mine at that angle, informed us of their 
deſign. 


From the 11th to the 12th, This night 
we made ſo violent a fire upon the place 
where the enemy had ſprung their mine, 
and where they. wanted to make a lodg- 
ment, that all they could do that night, 

L was 
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was to advance their ſap to our palliſades, 
and to place three ſingle gabions in the 
covert way. About eleven o'clock, our 
miners ſprung two mines, one at the right 
and the other at the left of Utreck. They 
did ſome damage to their lodgment on that 
fide: but during the night, the enemy re- 
paired the diſorder, and laboured diligently 
to ſtrengthen their lodgment on the top of 
the glacis, cautiouſly however avoiding 
our rentrant angles. 


12 b. At ſeven in the morning, the ene- 
my ſprung a mine upon our counterſcarp, 
before the rounding of the ditch of the ra- 
'velin of Dedem, which not only ſunk our 
grand gallery on that fide, but alſo covered 
it with ſand, ſo that one might get up 
from the ditch upon the counterſcarp. 
There ſtill remained to us, however, a 
ſmall communication; ſo that we had it 
in our power to repair that miſchief for 
a time, by ſpeedily clearing and proping 
our gallery on that ſide. 


This day arrived five officers of artillery 
with forty men, partly gunners, and Auſ- 
| trian 
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trian pioneers, and the three nations were 
made to throw the dice for their poſts. 
Major Feldweybel arrived, alſo a corporal 
and twenty-eight Auſtrian miners. 


From the 12th to the 13th. This night 
the enemy joined their forced mount be- 
fore Dedem, to that before Utreck; and 
alſo made a covered ſap before Cohorn. 


At ten o'clock we ſprung a mine on the left 
ſide of Dedem. 


13th. At ſix this morning we ſprung a 
mine on the right before Dedem. Seven 
battalions arrived at the line, and alſo the 
remains of Kinſchot's regiment, 


From the 17th to the 14th, The enemy 
employed themſelves this night in com- 
pleating their lodgment upon the top of 
the glacis, and they lodged themſelves in 
the hollow of the mine which they had 
ſprung in the covered way of the ſaliant 
angle of the maiden baſtion. They alſo 
extended a little farther, their lodgment 
in the covered way, to the right and leſt 
of the faces of Dedem and Cohorn, 


L 2 14th, 
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14th. The remains of the regiments of 
of Lindſman and Mallaert, marched to 


| Hembergue, and the regiment of major 


Banckl, came into the garriſon to replace 
them. We had three battalions of the line 
to relieve us in the works. To day, ſeve- 
ral volunteers went to the trenches to pull 
up and burn the enemies gabions, which 
they did with ſucceſs. An Engliſh officer 
likewiſe arrived with three ſereants and 
— one miners. 


N the 14th to the 1 5th. This night, 
perceiving the enemies miners approaching 
our gallery before the right face of Dedem, 
we ſprung one of our mines on that ſide, 
to ruin the branch of their mine. It ſome- 


what damaged their lodgment upon the 
top of the glacis ; and they employed the 


greateſt part of that night in repairing the 
diforder, For as to the reſt of their works, 
as they are certainly the greateſt part of 
them under ground, we can have no 
knowlege of them till after the iſſue. 


15th, Nothing extraordinary happened 
during the day ; but in the evening be- 
tween ſix and ſeven o'clock, the enemy 
ſprung 
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ſprung two mines ; the firſt in the covered 
way before the rounding of the ditch of 
the Maiden Baſtion; and the ſecond in the 
ſame place before Cohorn. The enemy 
certainly believed that they would thereby 
deſtroy our grand gallery in theſe two 
places; but by its ſolidity, it reſiſted the 
effect of the powder; ſo that without da- 
maging our gallery in the leaſt, it made 
only two great hollows in thoſe two places 
that were already mined. That before 
Cohorn however did us damage, by burſt- 
ing a branch of a mine, the chamber of 
which was already charged, and which 
would even have been uſed, if we had not 
perceived that the water had ſpoiled it. 


From the 15th to the 16th, This night, 
about eleven o'clock, the enemy ſprung a 
mine with three chambers, upon the left 
face of the lunette of Zealand; two under 
the facing, and the other under the earth, 
to make it tumble down. It made a breach 
about thirty foot; and about an hour after, 
the French grenadiers, deſiring to take ad- 
vantage of the diſorder it muſt have cauſed, 
advanced to the aſſault with their ordinary 
impetuoſity and ſhouting, but our troops 
L 3 having 
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having time to recover from their confu- 
ſion, and to rally, received them with ſuch 
ſteadineſs, that they made them quickly 
return from whence they came. However, 
without being daunted, a moment after 
they returned to the charge with the ſame 
fury ; but they were again repulſed with 
the ſame bravery as before. On this, the 
number of the enemies encreaſing every 
moment, colonel] Dougen was obliged to 
call the body of reſerve to his aſſiſtance ; 
but the enemy being ſupported by treſh 
troops, it was not in his power to keep 
them off, and they lodged in the thickneſs 
of the parapet of the left face, When his 
highneſs was informed of it, he ſent the 
dragoons of Metta, to the number of 
ſeventy, and an aid- du- camp to general Lely, 
deſiring him to employ them in attacking 
and diſlodging the French from the lodg- 
ment which they had begun to make. 
Theſe dragoons were to be ſupported by 
one hundred men of the piquet guard, 
and of the body of reſerve; but general 
Lely fearing the confuſion that might hap- 
pen during the night, judged proper to 
wait till day break. It was however full 
fix Oclock when the attack began. The 

captain 
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captain of dragoons, with his men, ſallied 
out againſt the enemy, and ſoon drove out 
the few. French that he found in that 
new lodgment, without much oppoſition. 
Our pioneers began to deſtroy the lodg- 
ment of the eriemy, when all of a ſudden 
our people were thrown into confuſion, 
upon ſeeing a ſmall body of French ap- 
pear, and the enemy taking advantage of 
that diſorder, fell upon our men with ſuch 
fury, that they were obliged to retreat 
with conſiderable loſs. We loſt on this 
occaſion, the engineer du Hands, and cap- 
tain Soublard. 


16th, It was reſolved to make a new at- 
tempt to ruin the lodgment of the enemy 
in the lunette of Zealand. For this pur- 
poſe a demand was made of one hundred 
volunteers, commanded by three officers. 
General Lewe, who had the command of 
the day, had the direction of this en- 
terprize. His troops were drawn up about 
eight in the evening, in the reduit, or re- 
trenched part of that lunette, and alſo upon 
the ſteps, with the pioneers neceſſary. It 
was determined that the attack ſhould be 
made during the day; however, it was 
L 3 full 
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full ten o'clock when it was put in execu- 
tion. The volunteers ſallied out with the 
greateſt bravery, and drew up on the right 
of the lunette, without being incommoded 


by the enemy ; the pioneers then entered 


the lunette, when the enemy began to 
make a terrible fire. Our troops anſwered 
them, and the pioneers finding them- 
ſelves between two fires, retired. The ge- 
neral then ſeeing that the deſign could not 
ſucceed, cauſed the volunteers to withdraw, 
though it was with great difficulty that he 
could perſuade them to retire. The volun- 
teer officers were at length prevailed on to 
withdrawn, and the enemy kept the poſt, 


Me loſt on this occaſion, the half of our 


brave volunteers. 


From the 16th to the 17th, The enemy 
ſprung a mine this night before the Maiden 
Baſtion, which did us a good deal of da- 
mage, becauſe on the left, where that bat- 
tery bears, there was no parapet of ga- 
bions. 


The ſame day the regiment of Orange 
marched for the line, and the regiment of 
Everen entered the city to replace it. 

From 
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From the 17th to the 18th. The enemy 
employed this night in extending and com- 
pleating their lodgment in the two faces 
of the lunette of Zealand; and hkewile in 
repairing the damage which our cannon 
and bombs had made ſome days before, a 
little nearer in their different lodgments on 
the covered way. In other reſpects their 
chief works continue ſtill under ground, 
the principal intention of the enemy be- 
ing to deſtroy our galleries. 


18h. Between eight and nine in the 
morning, we ſprung one of our mines be- 
fore the left of Dedem. A whole com- 
pany of grenadiers was almoſt buried, and 
a quantity of bodies was thrown into our 
ditch, among whom was a captain and 
lieutenant of the regiment de la Mark. 
The firſt lived for ſome time after his fall, 
although his whole breaſt was beat in. 
The regiment of Sturler, continues ſtill in 
garriſon, 


From the 18th to the 19th. This night 
the enemy repaired the damage which our 
mine had done to their lodgment on the 
top of the glacis. They alſo extended their 

lodg- 
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lodgment in the lunette of Zealand, even 
to the extremity of the two faces joining 
all the traverſes where they end. This 
ſame night they alſo began to work at- a 
battery behind their parallel at the foot of 
the glacis, to ſcour the right face of the ra- 
velin of Waſſenaer. 


- 19th, About two in the afternoon, the 
enemy ſprung another mine at the round- 
ing of the counterſcarp before Cohorn, 
ſtill with the deſign of deſtroying our gal- 
lery, but with no better ſucceſs than be- 
fore. This day, about thirty voluntcers 
ruined a vaſt lodgment they had made in 
an angle of a mine of the covered way, 
before the flanked angle of the Maiden 
Baſtion, 


From the 19th to the 20th, This night 
between ten and eleven, the enemy ſprung 
a mine under the point of the lunette of 
Utreck, It made a breach there, pretty 
large at bottom, but not ſo large at top ; 
and a moment after their grenadiers 
mounted it with the bayonets on the 
muzzle of their pieces, and raiſing great 
ſhouts. They ſeemed at firſt as though 

4 they 
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they had a deſign to force us in a ſmall 
epaulment we had behind the breach ; bur 
they were received with ſo ſharp a fire at 
each attempt, that all who eſcaped being 
ſhot, were obliged to retreat with the ut- 
moſt ſpeed to the bottom of the breach. 
Being thus repulſed, they would have quite 
laid alide all thoughts of forcing us from 
_ thence, if it had not been for a ſad acci- 
dent that happened to us during the ter- 
rible fire on both fides. A ſpark unfor- 
tunately fell into a large barrel of powder, 
placed between the retrenchment and the 
epaulement, which our bombardiers uſed 
for charging the cohorn grenades. About 
thirty of theſe grenades, already charged, 
took fire at the ſame time, and communi- 
cated itſelf in an inſtant to half a dozen of 
barrels of cartridges heaped together be- 
| hind our epaulement, which occaſioned a 
great ſplutter and diſorder, The paliſades 
on the fide of the retrenchment were over- 
turned, our epaulement was torn in pieces, 
the two Auſtrian bombardiers were diſ- 
membered and buried, and ſeveral ſoldiers 
and officers miſerably burnt. The French 
on this, wanting to take advantage of the 
diſorder in which they judged we were, re- 

turned 
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turned to the charge with great impe- 
tuoſity; but our troops not having loſt 
their preſence of mind during all the 
diſturbance, received them with ſo violent 
a fire, that all they could do, was to main- 
tain themſelves on the top of the breach, 
where they made a lodgment, notwith- 
ſtanding the terrible fire which we made 
upon them, with almoſt the muzzles of our 
pieces at their breaſts, which coſt them a 
great number of men. We threw a fire- 
pot among them, to make a light round 
them, which ſet fire to the faſcines with 
which they had covered the parapet of the 
abandoned lunette. , In a word, the fire 
became ſo violent, and the ſmoak ſo thick, 
that they were obliged to quit the place, 
and did not return till about an hour and 
a half after. The fire, which continued 
during that time, did us great advantage ; 
for it gave us time to receive ſuccours 
notwithſtanding which, the enemy made 
a lodgment in the thickneſs of the parapet 
of the two faces of the lunette. This night 
alſo they repaired the lodgment which had 
been ruined by us on the 19th, before the 
maiden baſtion. They likewiſe made a 


lodgment this'night in the two traverſes of 
the 
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the lunette of Zealand. Their volunteers 
appeared again in our galleries, but were 
very roughly handled by our Scotch. This 
night there was a deficiency of balls, ſo 
that we could not furniſh cartridges. 


20th. Nothing extraordinary happened 
to-day. 


From the 20th to the 2 1. This night the 
enemy compleated their lodgements in the 
two traverſes of the lunette of Zealand ; 
and they alſo extended ſomewhat farther, 
that which they had begun the night be- 
fore in the two faces of the lunette of 
Utreck. On our ſide we repaired this 
night by main force the Maiden Battery, 
ſo that towards morning the baſtion was 
in tolerable good order : beſides, we ſprung 
three mines, both with an intention of 
ruining theirs, and deſtroying their lodge- 
ments. 


21/}, The enemy at ten in the morning 
ſprung a mine before the Maiden-baſtion, 
under the rounding of the ditch, which 
at length deſtroyed our gallery-on that fide. 

It was obſerved alſo, that they worked at 
the 
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the branch of a mine, which began under 
the left traverſe of Zealand. We re- 
ſolved upon this to ſpring a ſmall mine, 
which we had very near that place to pre- 
vent them. The regiment of Stolberg 
marched off this day for the line. 


From the 21/8 to the 22d. About mid- 
night, a moment after we had ſprung our 
ſmall mine under Zealand, they ſprung 
theirs, which it ſeems ours had not ruined, 
and it had a very bad effect for us, as it 
deſtroyed our gallery before the right face 
of Dedem; ſo that at preſent it is cut in 
two places. The enemy this night made 
ſome progreſs in their lodgement at Utreck. 
On our fide we ſprung another mine on 
the right of Cohorn, and another on the 
left, which probably muſt have ruined 
their branch on that ſide ; beſides, we la- 
boured hard all the night, to re-eſtabliſh 
the battery and the parapets of that ba- 


ſton, 


22d. About forty volunteers went of 
their own accord to ruin the lodgment of 
the enemy in Utreck ; they had ob- 


ſerved during the day, that there were very 
few 
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few of the enemy there, and in reality they 
found very little reſiſtance ; ſo that mak- 
ing the utmoſt diſpatch, all the lodgment 
was ruined before they had time to ſend 
troops to ſupport thole whom we had 
driven from thence. An officer arrived 
from Maeſtricht, with two inferior officers, 
and twenty-ſeven Dutch miners, and a 
captain, two inferior officers, and thirty- 
ſix Auſtrian miners. 


The regiments of Lippe, Burmania 
and Sturler, have been relieved to-day by 
thoſe of Collier, Saxe Gotha and Waldeck. 


In the evening about thirty volunteers, 
having each a grenade in his hand, mount- 
ed on the ruins of the gallery burſt be- 
fore the Maiden Baſtion, and threw them 
into the lodgement which the enemy had 
in the Covered-way. They drove the ene- 
my from thence, and ruined their lodge- 
ment. 


From the 22d to the 23d. This night the 
enemy repaired their lodgement, which 
we had ruined before Utreck ; and alſo 
this laſt for the ſecond time. We ruined 

their 
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their lodgement in the hollow of the mine, 
before the Maid Baſtion ; and they by two 
ſmall mines they ſprung, deſtroyed our 
gallery in two places before Dedem. One 
before the rounding, a little to the left, 
and the other at the right-face, near the 
left traverſe of Zealand, which in great 
part was thrown into the ditch, ſo that 
the communication of our galery was quite 
ruined on that ſide, and in three places of 
the counterſcarp there were deſcents to en- 
ter into the ditch of the Ravelin. On our 
ſide we had many pioniers at work on the 
Cohorn-baſtion, both to repair the flanks, 
and to carry on our retrenchment at the 
gorge of the baſtion. 


23d. This morning the enemy ſprung 
another mine under the rounding of the 
counterſcarp before the Maiden-battery, 
which entirely deſtroyed our gallery in 
that place; and a few hours after, that the 
ſame thing might not happen to us before 
the Coehorn ; we ourſelves ſprung a ſmall 
mine before the Baſtion, which could not 
fail of ruining the branches of their mine. 
This did conſiderable damage to their 
lodgements, and {everal bodies were thrown 
into 


10 

into the ditch. The reſt of the day paſ- 
ſed quietly enough, till about four in the 
evening, when the enemy again ſprung 
a mine before the left- face of the Cohorn, 
which almoſt deſtroyed our galery under 
the traverſe on the ſide of Zealand; ſo 
that there was no more communication by 
the galery with that Lunette, neither on 
the right or the left. Several of our min- 
ers, and ſome Scots, had the misfortune 
to be buried under the ruins of the gallery 
in that place. 


We have received intelligence, that 
Count Lowendal's army is reinforced; and 
that he deſigns to give a general aſſault 
both to the city and the line on the 25th 
of the month, which is the feaſt of St. 


Lewis. 


From the 23d to the 24th. The enemy 
having during the day, by a mine de- 
ſtroyed our gallery on the right of Zea- 
land, as they had the day before deſtroyed 
that on the left, and the communication 
by the gallery with that Lunette being thus 
quite cat off on both fides : we this night 
took a reſolution of abandoning the re- 
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trenchment which we ſtill occupied, and 
by a mine to blow it up, ſo as to render it 
unſerviceable to the enemy, as ſoon as the 
troops that were withdrawn {ſhould be at 
ſuch a diſtance, as to be out of danger ; 
but by an unlucky precipitation, quite 
contrary to orders, an Auſtrian miner ſet 
fire to the mine before the troops that 
were retiring from thence, were at a ſuf- 
ficient diſtance, ſo that thoſe in the rear, 
all Swiſs, to the number of ſixteen, were 
either killed or wounded by what fell upon 
them. This night in other reſpects paſ- 
ſed as uſual in making a great fire on both 
ſides, and we likewiſe kept at work a great 
number of pioneers, both in carrying on 
our retrenchments at the baſtions, and in 
repairing and traverſing our batteries, to 
cover them againſt the firing in r:cochers. 


We have for ſome days wanted gre- 
nades. 


24th. The enemy having found, that 
the mine they had ſprung under Utreck, 
had not made a large enough breach in it, 
they this day ſprung a very large mine 
there, which deſtroyed the whole right 
0 
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face of that lunette, and made the earth 
tumble down even under the right of the 
retrenchment which we had behind, fo 
that it was conſiderably damaged in that 
part. In the evening we took all ſorts of 
precautions againſt the enterpriſes of the 
enemy. We were informed on all hands, 
that they would undertake ſomething very 
conſiderable to celebrate St. Lewis's-day. 
It was therefore judged proper to put 
the whole garriſon under arms, and to 
put the greateſt part of the troops in the 
works that were molt expoſed, the reſt 
being kept as a reſerve ; and in that diſ- 
poſition we waited quietly for the day. 
The ſame day, to prevent our«ditches from 
being inſulted, we made traverſes in them 
from the orillions of the Maiden and Co- 
horn baſtions to the lunette : a third from 
the flanc of the ravelin of Wallenaer to 
the ſame lunette; a fourth quite acroſs 
the ditch of that ravelin to the epaulement; 
and laſtly, a fifth acroſs the ditch of the 
ravelin of Waurs, joining on one fide to 
the epaulement of that ravelin, and on 
the other to the rentrant angle of the coun- 
terſcarp behind the Holland baſtion. 
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From the 24th to the 25th. About mid- 
night the enemy violently aſſaulted the 
retrenchment, which we had at Utreck 
behind the breach; but they were ſo warm 
ly received that all their efforts were bafled. 
Nevertheleſs, an hour after they returned 
to the charge, but with the ſame loſs and 
no better ſucceſs : ſo that having no longer 
any inclination to carry our retrenchment, 
they applied themſelves to form a lodge- 
ment on the top of the breach, in which 
they ſucceeded, notwithſtanding the great 
fire they were expoſed to, by which they 
mult have loſt a great number of men. 


25th, Our miners hearing very diſtinct- 
ly thoſe of the enemy at work near one of 
our branches, under the rounding of the 
counterſcarp before the Maiden baſtion, a 
little to the left; it was reſolved to ſpring 
a ſmall mine, which we had on that ſide, 
which was accordingly done about three in 
the afternoon ; and it is not to be doubt- 
ed, but that the branch of the enemy was 
thereby abſolutely ruined. All the day 
otherwiſe was very quiet, and the feaſt of 
St. Lewis was of no ſervice to the enemy. 


From 
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From the 25th to the 26th. This night 
we ſprung another mine before the left 
face of cohorn to prevent the enemy, who 
at that place we perceived were approach- 
ing our gallery. On their fide they extend- 
ed their lodgement a little upon the ruins 
of the right face of Utreck, and drew a 
parallel from the head of their approaches 
before Raſand, till they came behind the 
fountain on the edge of the ſea before tae 
fort of Schlick. 


267. About ſix in the morning the ene- 
my ſprung another mine under Utreck, 
a little before their lodgement, to ruin the 
mines we might have had under that place, 
and then to form a lodgement there in ſe- 
curity. On our ſide we began this day to 
repair the right flanks of the baſtion 
William. 


From the 26th to the 27th. This night 
our miners having again heard the enemy 
working very near one of our branches, 
before the left face of Cohorn, tried a ſmall 
mine of three bags. of powder only, to 
ſtifle the enemies miners, and hinder them 
from continuing their work; which ſuc- 
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ceeded very happily. The enemy canti- 
nued this night to extend their lodgement 
on Utreck ; but not daring to lodge on 
the left face, becauſe we ſaw behind them 
in more than one place, they wanted to 
cover. it before, and for that purpoſe 
placed gabions on that ſide, even as far as 


the barrier. 


27th. This morning a ſmall body of 
volunteers ſallied out from the lunette of 
Utreck, where we were {till in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the left part of the epaulement, and 
without any oppoſition, they quickly ruin- 
ed all the work of gabions, which the 
enemy the night before had placed to ſur- 
round the left fide of that lunette. About 
eleven o'clock, the enemy ſprung a mine 
before Dedem, under the rounding of the 
counterſcarp, which to-day did not do us the 
leaſt harm. Our battery of the right flank 
of the baſtion began to play with much 
ſucceſs upon the lodgement and deſcent of 
the enemy before the maid baſtion. 


From the 27th to the 28th, This night the 


enemy ſurrounded the fountain on the 
| | {ide 
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ſide of the ſea before the fort Schlick, with 
a crochet or ſemicircle. They likewiſe 
compleated their lodgment in the right tace 
of Utreck ; and they begun alſo to make a 
lodgment in the left, where they ſuffered 
much by the batteries of the right flanks 
of the baſtion William, which command- 
ed that face from behind. On our fide, 
we this night made two embraſures in the 
curtain between the Maiden and the Co- 
horn, with traverſes to cover the twenty- 
four pounders that we were to place there. 
Beſides, we laboured hard at all our bat- 
teries, to repair in the night, the damage 
the enemy had done them during the 
day. 


23th, About mid-day, a ſmall fally was 
made by an officer and twenty men, fol- 
lowed by ten pioneers, to deſtroy the 
enemies lodgment in Utreck ; but as they 
were on their guard, all that could be 
done, was to ſet fire to the gabions and 
faſcines, by which they received ſome da- 
mage. His Highneſs however, of himſelf, 
having foreſeen that this ſally could not 
ſucceed, had given orders that it ſhould 
M 4. | not 
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not be made, but his orders came a mo- 
ment too late, 


From the 28th to the 29th. This night 
the enemies miners being ſtill heard near 
our gallery, before the right of Pu- 
celle, our miners, to ruin their work, 
about ten at night, ſprung a mine which 
we had near them, but towards the morn- 
ing, they were again heard to work a little 
on the ſide of the branch we had ruined. 
They even pierced the upper part of our 
gallery, ſo that a centinel perceiving the 
light a- croſs one that was harkening, fired 
his pieee and killed him. The enemy, 
however, finding themſelves ſo near our 
gallery in that part, and conſequently in 
the way of being damaged by us, when 
they heard our miners, they were obliged to 
abandon a branch which they had already 
opened, after having the precaution ne- 
vertheleſs to conduct to the place where 
they were retiring, the train of a mine 
already charged under Utreck. 


Prom the 29th to the 3oth, This night 
at eleven o'clock, the enemy ſprung a mine 
before the left of Cohorn, which had a 


very 
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very violent effect, deſtroying. the gallery, 
filling up the lunette, and ſome of the rub- 
biſh falling even as far as the baſtion. In- 
ſtantly, after they laboured hard to make 
a fixed lodgment on Zealand, not daring 


to do it before, although we had aban- 


doned it for ſeveral days, from an opinion 
we had of there being mines under the 


lunette. This night they alſo repaired the 


damage which our miners had done to 
their lodgment on Utreck, and likewiſe 
that which the cannon of our flanks did 
daily to their lodgments on the counter- 
ſcarp, before the flanked angles of the 
Maiden and Cohorn. 


30th, We laboured hard in ſeveral 
places to eſtabliſh new batteries, in order to 
ſalute the enemy on the day of the arrival 
of the Prince of Orange our Statholder. 
On their fide, they remained very quiet 
this day, withcut advancing on any fide, 
unleſs perhaps under ground. 


From the zotb to the 3 iſt. This night 
the enemy advanced their lodgment at Zea- 
land, even to the countertcarp, where are 
to be ſeen a quantity of gabions lying in 
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view near Utreck. They puſh their trenches 
to the right and left, beyond their lodgment 
on the covered way, to make a lodgment 
in the hollow of our mines of the 29th. 


3½. A body of volunteers climb up 
from the ditch upon the ruins of the gal- 
lery at the lunette of Zealand, where by 
means of ſome pitched faſcines, they ſet 
fire to the enemies lodgment, they not dar- 
ing to ſhew themſelves to extinguith it, 
having plainly perceived the preparations 
we had made to receive them warmly. 
The gabions and faſcines they had placed 
there, during two nights, were entirely 
conſumed. 


From the 3"ft to the 1ſt of September. 
This night about one o'clock, upon the 
ſignal of two rockets fired from the ravelin 
of Dedem, we made a general diſcharge of 
all our cannon, mortars, pierriers, and 
other arms, to celebrate the anniver- 
fary day of our Statholder. During all 
the reſt of the night, the fire was kept up 
with the ſame violence, ſo that all the 
enemy could do, was to repair a little the 


damage 
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damage which the burning of the day had 
done to their lodgment at Zealand. 


The month of September. 


1/. A little after mid-day, a platoon of 
volunteers went again by the ſame road as 
thoſe of the day before, to ſet fire to the 
enemies lodgment at Zealand, who ſufler- 
ed it with the ſame patience, and our men 
had the ſame ſucceſs. Beſides, our fire was 
very ſharp during all this day, and the 
enemy remained very quiet. The ſane 
day, arrived a captain of miners wich 
twenty men, and the regiment of Hoiitein 
relieved that of Thierry. 


From the Iſt to the ſecond. This night the 
enemy began with ſpringing a mine, which 
deſtroyed our gallery before the right face 
of Dedem. They raiſed likcwiſe upon the 
top of the glacis, before the right of the 
ſame ravelin, a mount of earth, very high 
and very ſolid, which in a few days might 
become a battery, dehigned to open that 
work, and to ruin the lower part of the 
right face of the Maiden. The reſt of 
their work was carried on in the ordinary 

man- 
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manner, 1n repairing the damage we had 
done them during the day, as we on our 
ſide were employed in repairing the damage 
we had received, 


2d. We were ſo happy, by means of a 
cohorn grenade, as to ſet fire to a very 
conſiderable magazine of the enemy, ſitua- 
ted behind a battery which ſcoured the left 
face of the Cohorn baſtion. We alſo ob- 
ſerved, that the enemy were hard at work 
on the right and left of Utreck, in the hol- 
low of our mines on the 257h, doubtleſs, 
with a deſign of penetrating thereby into 
our AE 


From the 2d. to the 3d. This night the 
enemies miners being perceived near our 
gallery before the left of Dedem, between 
two of our branches, we ſprung the two 
ſmall mines, that we might the more cer- 
tainly ruin their work, which they effected. 
Beſides, both of them did great damage, 
that of the right, in the enemies lodgment 
on the top of the glacis; and that of the 
left, in that which they had attempted to 
make in the hollow of our mine of the 


29th, near the right traverſe of the lunette 
of 
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of Utreck. Before Kikendepot, the enemy 
this night puſhed from their laſt parallel, 
between Raſand and Kikendepot, a half 
parallel which came to the toot of the gla- 
cis of this laſt work. Otherwiſe, they did 


nothing but repair and ſtrengthen the head 
of their works. 


34. One of our grenades again ſet fire to 
a powder magazine of the enemy, behind 
one of their mortar batteries, on the glacis 
before the ſaliant angle of the Cohorn 
Baſtion. Some of our volunteers alſo this 
day ſet fire to their ſaps in different places. 
The burning continued a long time, and 


muſt have done great damage to' the 
enemy. 


From the zd to the 4th. This night, dur- 
ing the principal attack, the enemy did 
nothing but repair and ſtrengthen the 
head of their different works. Perhaps, 
alſo, they planned out ſome batteries upon 
the top of the glacis, of which we could 
as yet have no diſtinct information. Be- 
fore Kikendepot, they continue, as far as 
the ſea, the demiparallel which they had 
begun the night before. I has appeared 


for 
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for ſome days, that they have turned their 
attention pretty much on that ſide; doubt- 
leſs with with a view of ſtraitening our 
communication with the ſea. 


4th, To day we augmented our batte- 
ries with ſeveral twenty-four pounders, 
which we had lately received from Hol- 
land. The ſame day, about eleven 
in the evening, M. Nuremin embarked 
with the body guards, a corporal, eight 
dragoons, a bombardier, two carpenters, 
and five volunteers, to go and break down 
the ſluice of Cartſpoder ; but the boat- 
men having loſt their way, the enterprize 
failed. | 


From the 4th to the 5th. This night our 
miners having reported, that the enemy 
were at work near our gallery on the left 
of Dedem, they were ordered to ſpring a 
mine which we had on that fide, almoſt 
under the right traverſe of the lunette of 
Utreck. That order was executed about 
ten at night, and it is not to be doubted, 
that the enemy's work was thereby ruined. 
On their ſide, they ſprung a very violent 

mine 
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mine in the morning, before the right 
face of the Maiden, which deſtroyed fixty 
feet of our gallery, filled up the lunette, 
and ſpoiled a charged mine which we had 
almoſt under the left traverſe of Utreck. 
They alſo this night compleated their new 
work before Kikendepot. 


5th. Firing, and the ordinary working 
on both ſides, and nothing elle. 


From the 5th to the 61h, This night the 
enemy made a lodgment in the hollow of 
their ruins of the preceding night before 
the right face of the Maiden. Before 


Kikendepot they heightened a little their 


half parallel, and ſtrengthened it through- 
out with ſand bags. On our fide, we raiſed a 
traverſe behind the barrier of fort Schlick, 
to have a ſafe communication with Kiken- 
depot, and at the ſame time to have a de- 
fence for that barrier. 


67h, Sixteen volunteers climbed up upon 
the ruins of the gallery before the right 
face of the Maiden, and went and tore 
away ſixty-two gabions, and many ſand 
bags, 


| 
f 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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bags, which the enemy had uſed during 
the night in attempting a lodgment in the 
hollow of the mine. At that place they 
inſtantly diſlodged, by their grenades, the 
few enemies whom they found there; after 
which, they compleatly ruined the lodg- 
ment without oppoſition. 


From the 6th to the 71h. This night, the 
mine before the right of the Maiden, 
which the enemy had greatly damaged, by 
that which they had ſprung cloſe to it in 
the night between the fourth and fifth, be- 
ing happily repaired, and the enemy ap- 
pearing very buſy there, in making a lodg- 
ment in the hollow of the mine above- 
mentioned, and alſo in joining that lodg- 
ment to the other which they had already 
before the left traverſe of Utreck, we 
thought the occaſion favourable to ſet fire to 
our ſmall mine, ſituated exactly under the 
interval between the two lodgments. The 
effect anſwered our expectation ; both 
lodgments were ruined, men, gabions, and 
ſand bags, throw pell mell into our ditch ; 
and a poor wretch, in a red waiſtcoat, 


even into the retrenchment of the lunette 
of 
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of Utreck; This night alſo, from the 
William Baſtion, we ſet fire to an enemy's 
magazine behind their battery of eight 
guns, before the gate of Wours. The 
night otherwiſe paſſed as uſual, without 
our perceiving that the enemy advanced a 
ſingle inch. 


7th. This morning the enemy's battery 
on the height was again ſet on fire, with- 
out our being able to perceive by what 
means it happened. Some of our volun- 
teers alſo this day went of their own ac- 
cord to deſtroy and ſet fire to the lodg- 
ment of the enemy in the covered way be- 
fore the Maiden Baſtion. They attacked 
the enemy who guarded it with ſo much 
bravery, although they were greatly ſupe- 
rior to them in number, that in a moment 
they drove them out, and at length wanting 
grenades, they drove them off with ſtones. 
The enemy having at length ordered ſeve- 
ral whole companies of grenadiers to ad- 
vance, our troops then quitted the place, 
but not before they had done a great deal 
of damage. 


N Fon 


— ——— ———e—h 40ꝛ 
— — 
» a — ＋ꝙ— ᷣͤ—ͤ—ñ ñ᷑ 


| 
| 
| 


[198] 

From the 7th to the 8th. This night, 
one of our fire pots ſet on flames a mor- 
tar battery which the enemy had upon the 
glacis before the Maiden, and the burn- 
ing continuing a long time, muſt un- 
doubtedly have cauſed a great diſorder, 
although it did not communicate with the 
powder, which they had taken care to put 
out of the way. As to the enemy, all that 
they did this night, was to heighten a lit- 
tle their lodgment on the counterſcarp 
before Dedem and the Maiden, and to 
ſtrengthen it with ſand bags, that they 
might be able to fire down into our 
ditches, and to ſtop the communi- 
cation with Utreck. We hope, how- 
ever, that this will not long incommode 
us, as the right flanks of the William bat- 
tery, and the left of the Cohorn, will 
ſoon demoliſh that which is before the 
Maiden, and that the ſame will happen to 
that before Dedem, when our cannon of 
the lower face of the Maiden, which 
overlooks it, ſhall be put in a condition to 
fire. 


8h. The enemy to day have thrown a 
quantity of bombs, even to the number of 
ſeven- 
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' ſeventeen at a time, into our capital ditch 
behind Dedem, to endeavour to ruin a 
kind of caponiere which we had quite 
a-croſs it, to render the communication 
with that ravelin, and the traverſes on 
our ſide, more certain. Some volunteers 
went again, and did ſome damage to the 
advanced works of the enemy. Two of 
them had the misfortune to be taken 
priſoners, and the reſt returned with ſome 
booty. 


From the 8th to the 9th. This night 
the enemy opened five batteries on our 
counterſcarp, one of five guns before 
the right face of the Maiden, pointing 
to the left traverſe of Utreck ; and the 
ſecond, of the ſame number of guns, be- 
fore the left face of Cohorn, pointing 
to the right traverſe of Zealand ; the 
two others of three guns each, on the 
top of the glacis, on the right and left 
before Dedem. The two firſt are deſigned 
to batter in breach, the two faces of our 
baſtions abovementioned ; and two others, 
to ruin the orillions of the ſame baſtions 

N 2 on 
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on the ſide of the attack, and alſo to ſcour 
the parapet on the right and left of the 
flanked angle of the ravelin. We now 
expect, when they have ſlanted their em- 
braſures, that they will batter in breach, 
in form, although for ſeveral days paſt, 
we were in doubt whether they were really 
working at thoſe batteries. We could not 
however get any certain information, be- 
cauſe, being obliged to batter the foot of 
our works, they were ſo ſunk, that I may 
ſay, we could only diſcover them by their 
embraſures. 


9th. This morning the enemy made a 
hot fire from their new batteries, with 
which they chiefly attempted to diſmount 
the cannon oppoſite to them. On our ſide 
we were not idle; and if during the day 
they diſmounted ſome of our guns, we 
at leaſt diſmounted as many of theirs. 
Their battery before the Maiden, was 
even ſo damaged, that towards the even- 
ing, it was no longer fit to play. A little 
after mid-day, we ſet on fire, and blew 
up a conſiderable magazine of the enemy, 

| on 
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on the glacis before Cohorn, but two 
hours after, they in their turn blew up 
one of ours on the Maiden; 


From the gth to the 10th. This night we 
ſprung a mine under the left of Utreck, 
to ſtop the enemy, who, we perceived, 
were at work very near us. It had a 
very good effect, not only ruining their 
work under ground, but alſo deſtroying a 
part of their lodgment on the left of that 
lunette; and the groans we heard in- 
ſtantly after, are a good proof that many 
people periſhed in it. This night allo, 
an officer more brave than prudent, tak- 
ing advantage of the general liberty grant- 
ed by his excellency general Cromſtrome, 
in the orders of the 8th, of his own ac- 
cord, fallied out of the lunette of Overyi- 
ſel with ſeventeen volunteers, to go and 
nail up the battery before the Maiden; but 
the ſucceſs did not anſwer his expectation. 
He and ſeveral of his volunteers were in- 
ſtantly wounded, and his ſerjeant and 
ſome others killed; after which, he was 
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obliged to retire without doing any thing. 
The enemy on their fide, this night re- 
paired the damage which we had done to 
their laſt batteries during the day, and 
ſlanted the embraſures a little more, 
that they might batter the foot of our 
works, | 


10th, Nothing conſiderable happened 
to-day. 


11th, After much labour and fa- 
tigue, we at length placed four guns 
in two batteries of the lunette of Hol- 
land. They are very well placed to diſ- 
mount the enemy's battery before Co- 
horn, and alſo to fire with ſucceſs upon 
thole on the right of Dedem. This day 
we again ſet fire to ſome barrels of pow- 
der behind the enemy's mortar battery 
on the glacis before Cohorn, On their 
fide, they continue to batter us in breach 
very briſkly, notwithſtanding the fire of 
our artillery, our bombs, grenades, and 
ſtones, which we threw upon their bat- 
2 teries. 
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teries. The breaches in the lower faces of 
our two baſtions, and alſo that on the 
right of Dedem, begin to become very 
conſiderable, but the others that are near 
the angles of the other baſtions, are not 
near ſo far advanced. 


From the 11th to the 12th. This night 
the enemy, beſides their ordinary repair- 
ings, heightened and ſtrengthened in every 
part their lodgment upon the ruins of our 
counterſcarp, which they lined with ſand 
bags to ſecure their new battery againſt 
our attempts. On the right of their bat- 
tery before Cohorn, they alſo made a very 
ſolid epaulement, to protect it againſt the 
cannon of the lunette of Holland, and 
another of the ſame kind at the left of 
their battery before. the Maiden, to cover 
themſelves againſt the flank of the ravelin 
of Waſlenacr. On our ſide, nothing but 
our ordinary labour and firmg. 


From the 12th to the 1 345. This night 
the enemy made ſome progrels in firing 
Ml 
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obliged to retire without doing any thing, 
The enemy on their fide, this night re- 
paired the damage which we had done to 
their laſt batteries during the day, and 
ſlanted the embraſures a little more, 
that they might batter the foot of our 
works, oe 


10:h, Nothing conſiderable happened 
to-day. : 


11th, After much labour and fa- 
tigue, we at length placed four guns 
in two batteries of the lunette of Hol- 
land. They are very well placed to diſ- 
mount the enemy's battery before Co- 
horn, and alſo to fire with ſucceſs upon 
thoſe on the right of Dedem. This day 
we again ſet fire to ſome barrels of pow- 


der behind the enemy's mortar battery 


on the glacis before Cohorn, On their 


fide, they continue to batter us in breach 


very briſkly, notwithſtanding the fire of 
our artillery, our bombs, grenades, and 
ſtones, which we threw upon their bat- 

2 teries. 


1183] 
teries. The breaches in the lower faces of 
our two baſtions, and alſo that on the 
right of Dedem, begin to become very 
conſiderable, but the others that are near 
the angles of the other baſtions, are not 
near ſo far advanced. 


From the 11th to the 12th. This night 
the enemy, beſides their ordinary repair- 
ings, heightened and ſtrengthened in every 
part their lodgment upon the ruins of our 
counterſcarp, which they lined with ſand 
bags to ſecure their new battery againſt 
our attempts. On the right of their bat- 
tery before Cohorn, they alſo made a very 
ſolid epaulement, to protect it againſt the 
cannon of the lunette of Holland, and 
another of the ſame kind at the left of 
their battery before the Maiden, to cover 
themſelves againſt the flank of the ravelin 
of Waſlenacr. On our ſide, nothing but 
our ordinary labour and firing. 


From the 12th to the 13ub. This night 
the enemy made ſome progreſs in firing 
51 
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in breach, without advancing any of their 
other works. To-day at ſeven in the 
morning, the enemy blew up the remains 
of the gallery at the lunette of Utreck, 
when there periſhed among the ruins, two 
officers of volunteers, ten dragoons who 
were guarding the mines, four ſoldiers and 
a ſerjeant. Being no longer able to keep 
that lunette, we ſprung a mine on its 
right, and another on its left, and about 
ſeven in the evening, we drew off the re- 
maining troops who were guarding that 
lunette, and blew up the bonnet du degre, 
to bury the reſt of the cazemates. 


From the 15th to the 14th. This night 
the enemy did not advance their works, 
but continued to fire in breach, and great- 
ly damaged the ravelin of Dedem, I 
again attempted to nail up the two batte- 
ries againſt the Cohorn and the Maiden, 
having ordered againſt each, a ſerjeant, 
fifteen volunteers, and ſome volunteers for 
nailing ; and if they had only ventured to 

| enter 
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enter the embraſures, they could not have 
failed of ſucceeding, the engineers Heger 
and Dumoulin, offering to conduct them 
thither. But they could not prevail with 
them to enter, particularly a ſerjeant of 
Collier's regiment, who was to have at- 
tacked the battery againſt the Maiden, be- 
haved very ill, and was put under arreſt 
in order to be tried. 


From the 14th to the 1 5th. This night 
the enemy continued to fire in breach; 
and during the day they fired very little, 
but they made amends for this, by firing 
terribly the whole night from all their bat- 
teries; eſpecially upon the houſes of the 
city, which were ſet on fire in ſeveral 
places. 


On the 15th, I made a repreſentation 
to the commander in chief, to have the 
neceſſary engineers for eſtabliſhing a com- 
munication behind Dedem, and on the 
ſame day I gave orders to the major of 
miners, to mine four baſtions that form a 

polygon 
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polygon at the gate of Steinberg, that we 
might have it in our power to blow them 
up, when we could no longer defend our- 
ſelves in the city. I left the ſmall en- 
trenchments to be traced out by the engi- 
neer Spakart, and ſent him all the Dutch 
volunteers to work at them. The line 
without the gate of Steinberg was alfo 
marked out, and the labourers were ſet to 


work on it. 


From the 15th to the 16th, This night 
the enemy mounted the breaches, and 
gave the general aſſault. 
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